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We’ve come a long, long way from the early days
of ‘slipping’ boats, haven’t we?  

Antares 8 Weekend Cruiser....... ..................18-25
Having studied this new Antares 8.0m weekender very
carefully, we can see why they’ve sold out already!    

McIntyre Global 580........................................ 52-61
In-depth look at Aussie Don McIntyre’s latest DIY
adventure proposal - and yes, YOU can join him!

About The New Evoy ‘Hurricane’ e motor   ..........42-45
More ‘fuel’ for this slow burning, but persistent electric
boat development. It’s happening. Everywhere. Now.  
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Sydney SAILGP Grand Prix DRAMAS.............106-111
Headed by Tom Slingsby, our SAILGP crew gets re-sorted,
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Wow, this is how you turn heads at the marina -
another awesome flybridge from the Maritimo team. 
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The Beneteau Group really has the cruiser/racer
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It proved to be one of ‘those’ Sydney-Hobarts
where the crews re-discover how the Race has
earned its legendary status.  
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Planet Sail / AKA Matthew Sheahan / Review  .......P-13 
Our fave international racing commentor and his team
look back over the 2021 racing highlights. 
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Jeff’s Review: Savage 485...........................82-89
Jeff goes for a nice ‘walk in the park’ with this
sweet Savage 485 Beach Comber runabout  

the Omicron-based bi-monthly scheduling for (at least) AB Mar-Apr and AB May-June. 

AB SPORTS: Special Round-UP: Planet Sail

“Well, that
was 2021 - in
many ways,
one helluva
year!”
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Cover: This is another cover shot  chosen to highlight the
sort of craft we don’t have - and badly need - built in
Australia, and the weird situation emerging where-in the
two major remaining Oz GRP cruiser builders are locked-
in to building mega, ‘million dollar’ cruisers to the
exclusion of history and common sense, marketing wise.
This is the superb Beneteau Antares 8.0 outboard
powered weekend cruiser, the style of mid-range family
craft that has been popular in Oz since the days of the
Mariner/Pacer 25, or the various Savages, Marklines, etc. 
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Spindrift /Trade News that matters............88-93

Okay - so you are
NOT happy with

your boat’s
handling when

running downhill?
That sure can be a

worry - but no 
probs, Ruth is

featuring a whole
heap of info on trim

tabs on Page 14

Jeez - we leave PW in charge for few days over
Xmas - and he soffs to do a boat test on some
new fangled “tuna boat” he reckons . . . (We’re
gonna have to change his prescription, again!)
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As We ‘Gird Our Loins’
For Whatever 2022 Has

In Store . . 
Well, as the big lap counter up in the sky ticks

over from 2021 to 2022, just about everybody in
our world is heartily sick of the ongoing
pandemic issues, and probably more to the point,
weary of the way in which the whole process
seems to be able to reinvent itself, just as we are
starting to bring things back under control. 

‘Omicron’ has added a new dimension to the
Covid-19 problem, and given its transmissibility is
even faster and more ‘efficient’ than its ‘Delta’
predecessor, respite from the myriad Covid issues
seems to be getting further and further away.

Here at AB, we are dealing with the issues as they
impact on our business and our personal lives, and
fortunately, we have come this far (Jan ’22)
relatively unscathed on a personal (health) level –
touch wood! 

However, producing an interesting national boating
magazine at this point in time is the hardest and most
difficult challenge we have ever had, as the
commercial world surrounding the Australian
boating industry is really struggling at the moment.
As a result, most of our normal “bread-and-butter”
issues such as boat tests, new equipment reports,
travel stories, sporting activity, etc, have ground to a
halt. Worse, it now looks like it’s going to take quite
some time before the boating world returns to
“normal”. Peter’s Comment continues over on P.8

Back in October-November 2021, we were
becoming more than a little excited that we would be
able to return AB’s production to its normal monthly
scheduling, but as we closed in on Christmas and the
New Year, the wheels fell off just about everything in
the Scheduling and Planning Department, and we
reverted to the “don’t know” or “we are unsure” level
of discussion with our clients and the industry.

Of all the slogans and cliches that have emerged in
recent months (such as “due to an abundance of
caution” or “whatever it takes” or the Minister “did a
backflip” we’re going to borrow one from the
politician’s playbook, and do a rather pathetic
backflip ourselves – yes, we have decided that to
recommence AB’s normal monthly scheduling as
planned for this January magazine, is just too
ambitious under the most recent circumstances, and
in an ‘abundance of caution’, we think it might be a
whole lot smarter just to back off again, and remain
on the bi-monthly schedule, until someone re-kindles
that damn light down in the tunnel. 

So we’ve made this issue January-February,
(#295) and our next issue will be March-April
(#296) and that will be followed by May-June,
(#297) 2022. Beyond that point, we simply don’t
know how things are going to play out at this point in
time, but we feel that by early May, we will all have
a pretty good indication of how the pandemic is

affecting society, and more to the point, whether the
boat show season in Australia will be able to run as
per normal. Or be cancelled again, as it has been for
the last couple of years. Obviously, if the boat show
season is viable, this will have a significant impact
on our future activities in marine media, as well as
impacting on all the boatbuilders, suppliers,
chandlers, etc. 

But in truth, nobody knows if the 2022 boat show
season will go ahead. 

It normally starts in Melbourne in July, and runs
through Sydney (August-ish) to Brisbane in
September, with Adelaide and Perth usually squeezed
somewhere in between, but at this point in time, apart
from keeping our fingers crossed, there’s not a hell of
a lot the industry can do to guarantee the shows will
occur. 

Sadly, even if they can proceed in terms of some
sort of pandemic clearance, we can already observe
that staging shows (as we’ve done in past years) will
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But in truth, nobody knows if 
the 2022 boat show season 

will go ahead.



Don’t hesitate - tap this straight into your browser . . . . or click on it now!

Hi There!
Setting up, fitting out or renovating any boat
is a big deal, and requires careful, practical
and experienced planning to source the
right gear at the best possible price -
that’s where I come in. After a lifetime fitting
out all sorts of boats for fishing, sailing,
cruising and exploring, AND working in the
chandlery world, I’ve created Boat Gear 

Australia as a really personal, ‘hands-on’
one-stop online-shop delivering to
boatowners across Australia. So next time
you think “Gee, I need to change or
upgrade that . .” check out my website,
where thousands of products are now listed
(and it’s growing by the day) or just give me
a call for a chat about the options, deliveries
(Australia-wide!) and our special prices.   

www.boatgearaustralia.com.au

Viper S Stainless 
Steel Drum 
Winch Bundles
Freefall Models or
Rapid Power Down.
8 Models To Choose
from, all with loads 
of accessories included.
Viper Stainless Steel Drum 
Winches are all Rated IP68 Submersible. 
I have a Huge Range of quality drum winches and
accessories - talk to me about the best model for you.
Fantastic prices - CHECK my web site:

Ruth Cunningham,
Boat Gear Australia Pty Ltd
ACN 629 049 038 ABN 89 629 049 038

Ph: (07) 5655 4959      
Email: admin@boatgearaustralia.com.au

Web: www.boatgearaustralia.com.au
Australia Wide Delivery

12VDC to DC
Battery Charger 
EN3DC40+ Enerdrive
ePower

� Charge Your Boat or
Van Batteries Whilst
Driving !
� Also has built in
MPPT solar controller 

Great Price and WE
HAVE THEM IN STOCK

LIFELINE Deep Cycle 
Marine AGM Dual Purpose Batteries

BGA Has A Big Range and Great Prices!
https://www.boatgearaustralia.com.au/lifeline-deep-cycle-batteries/

Here’s the magic link to my products <  https://www.boatgearaustralia.com.au/browse-products-by-category/ >

Bennett Trim
Tab Kits

� Massive Range of kits
� BOLT ELECTRIC 

TRIM TAB KITS
� M80 / M120 Sports 

HYDRAULIC TRIM
TAB KITS

� Info on how to
choose the best kit

� Email any questions

Super Competitive Kit Price(s)!

� 30% smaller - just 89mm diameter x
178mm high � With strobe lights 
� 10 year battery life � 48+ hours
operational life � 5 year warranty
� Fast accurate positioning with 66
channel GPS � Retractable antenna
� Quick release bracket � Secure
lanyard � Fully approved for Australia

OSEPIRB1 Rescue Me EPIRB1
with GPS 406/121MHz

You’ll be rapt in our price! But
hurry, only while stocks last!

Hydrive Comkit-Sport Hydraulic
Steering COMPLETE KIT
• Replace that horrible 
cable steering in your 
trailer boat!
• Upgrade your boat's 
steering from cable to 
hydraulic.
• Suits all single outboard 
brands 40HP to 135HP.
• DIY quick and easy to
install - screws on to 
the motor’s tilt tube.
Great Price and 
WE HAVE THEM iN STOCK

Call or email me personally to discuss which
Hydrive kit is best for your boat! 
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be exceptionally difficult, as getting new stock –
boats, motors, accessories – down through the supply
chains from overseas to display at these shows, will
be more than the usual challenge. As most in the
industry are already aware, the supply lines have
already dried up to a near catastrophic extent, as the
overseas original equipment manufacturers (OEM)
are all living in a nightmare situation as they
desperately try to (a) keep enough workers at the
factories to build stuff, and (b) obtain the raw
materials they need, and the fittings and equipment
that go together to make boats and marine equipment
that works. 

Distributors in Australia are already quoting 2023
before they can supply many popular model/brands –
so the chance of getting extra stock in time for mid-
year boat shows in 2022, seems rather far-fetched.

So, methinks that even if the show circuit does go
ahead it will be much smaller than usual, and feature
a whole lot of privately owned boats the distributors
have negotiated to get back, to put on display . . . . 

Yes, it is all very ‘iffy’ and for this reason, we have
very reluctantly decided to hold off going back to a
full monthly production until mid-year, when we
should be able to get a more accurate ‘feel’ for the
months ahead, with or without the boat show season,
and enable us to double-check what is happening

Comment . . . . (Cont from P.6)

Australian Boating

with the remaining boat manufacturers in Australia,
let alone overseas.

Meantime, AB subscribers will no doubt be
relieved to know that as our subscription database
has always been run off the magazine numbers,
whether the magazine is published monthly, bi-
monthly or even quarterly (as many o/s mags now
are), makes no difference – if you subscribe for six
issues from (say) this one, #295, your subscription

2021 will always be remembered as the year big
outboards - really BIG outboards - came of age,
and powerboat designers around the world
recognised the many advantages they had - in
design terms, we should stress - over the
traditional heavy weight diesel and petrol inboard
installations that have been around for years.
Outboards freed up masses of extra space,
solved untold steering problems, eliminated
propellor shafting - and in fact, the whole notion
of an ‘engine room’ has now become redundant
for many, many classes of powerboats now. 

As a further result, we are also witnessing the
exciting development of purpose designed
outboard powered cruisers (as distinct from just
whacking a few big outboards on the back of a
traditional cruiser) - like this stunning new Euro
outboard cruiser, the Galeon GTO 325, which was
designed from the keel up for outboard
powerplants. Check it out!
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will keep running until you’ve received all six
magazines regardless of its publishing frequency i.e.,
you’ll keep getting ‘em until you’ve received #301.   

New Website For AB
After procrastinating about the creation of a

more modern website and IT infrastructure for
far too long, all the commercial problems arising
out of the pandemic finally kicked us into action –
and we’ve been working around the clock creating
an entirely new website.

It’s about 95% finished, and worth looking at  <
https://ausboating.com.au > because it reflects all the
changes taking place in media today, and specifically,
in our boating world. And yes, it is inded a ‘work in
progress’ because in part that is one of the main
objects of the exercise – to create a website that was
more flexible, easier to manage, faster to change –
and in such a way that Mary and I could operate the
system here on the Gold Coast, without having to
call-in highly skilled IT specialists every time we
wanted to change a price, add a comma, move a
cover…. whatever! And importantly, it needs to
reflect the huge change that is taking place to the way
boating magazines are produced around the world –
and right here in Australia. 

The days of the AB/F&B organisation lining up to
do two or three boat tests and matching photography
sessions on new craft - every week - are gone. 

Australian boat manufacturing has all but shut
down in most classes of power and sail boats, but
most importantly, in the crucial “family” boat range
in both aluminium and GRP. 

Yes, we still have the Telwater group valiantly
making a wide range of family boats, and several
much smaller, family-owned ally boatbuilders such
as Horizon, Clark, SeaJay (etc) doing the best they
can amid all the supply-side dramas, but in truth, the
Telwater group is itself a very accurate reflection of
what is happening to Australian boat manufacturing:
Telwater has now absorbed Savage, Allycraft, Stacer,
Yellowfin and Quintrex brands under the one roof. 

No doubt it’s far more efficient to do it this way,
given the shrinkage of the overall market, but the fact
remains that now just one manufacturer is producing
five once-major brands! 

Here’s the rub – in their heyday, each one of these
brands was producing more boats, in their own right,
than the Telwater group of brands now do in total,
with all of the brands, each year.

So whilst the industry keeps trumpeting its success,
in truth it is in a terrible state, and getting worse. 

One of the great difficulties I have, is that I’m one
of the rare ‘originals’ who has seen all of this occur
over the last (ahem-cough!) years, and because I’ve
been a full-time professional marine journalist and

Reader Please Note: Bedding In AB’s
New Website . . 

Is going to take a couple of months early in
2022. Although the major focus in developing the
new website platform has had to be on the day to
day operation of our subscription systems, book
sales and the new AB-TV service, we are still
working on the transfer of the big SEA Library,
and  many archived files and magazines going
back over the 50+ years we’ve been publishing AB,
across to the new system. Added to the normal
work of producing AB, sometimes there are just
not enough hours in the day, so we expect it will
take January and much of February to bring
everything up to speed and operational on the new
web site. 

Long term readers who have used the original
web site over the years, will still find the link to it
is well and truly embedded in their PC, and will
continue taking you to the ‘old’ web site before it
should ‘flick’ you over to the new one. 

This is because the old web site will  stay ‘live’
through January as we (finally !) transfer it and
its 12gb of archives from the original server to its
new permanent home here on the Gold Coast, and
finalise the links from ‘the old to the new’ web site. 

Hopefully, we are not upsetting any readers with
this process, and urge any reader having trouble
sourcing anything from the SEA Library, to email
us with the details - and we’ll jump on it straight-
away.   
- P & M, AB. 
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photographer since the early 1970s, I can easily
backtrack data and facts from the get-go. 

This is only relevant, I must add, if we can take
today’s data accurately and lay plans for the future
based on realistic foundations of fact, not hype.

Case in point is this issue of boat tests. I can’t even
remember the last time we were asked to test and/or
photograph a new range of boats, or even a good
single new model – and whilst several other blokes
(including my son Jeff Webster) continues to work in
this field, I’ve pulled right back from that work on
the front line – as there is scarcely enough work for
the two or three photo-journos left to eke out – just –
a very bare living. Nevertheless, I keep a close eye
on the activities of Australian boat manufacturers,
although today, most of my work is in production and
management of the new mediums we now use. 

Interestingly, one of the main reasons I’ve pulled
back from boat tests on a personal level, is that since
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the late John Haines passed away in 2010, there
hasn’t been a manufacturer left who can deal with
genuine working criticism or editorial comment
without reaching for the phone to ring his solicitor
and/or cancel his advertising. Believe me, Hainsey
was not just the exception, he led all the other
manufacturers and set the standard for how THEY
dealt with criticism or a potentially damaging report. 

No, he wasn’t an all forgiving saint - we had some
serious, awful, rows along the way but because we
respected each other’s opinion, views and experience
so much, we never carried it forward beyond the odd
Friday night where we would sit down with a Bundy
and Coke, peel prawns together, and talk about
fishing, engines, the footy, ANYTHING but . . . . . 

And in the following week or so, my story might be
amended, taking onboard SOME of his reasoning;
and the next time I was in the factory, old Carl, the
legendary shipwright who worked in the R&D
section, would quietly take me aside and show me
how he’d raised the helm and dash another 50mm, or
widened the coamings another 20mm, or . . . . . . 

That doesn’t happen anymore, and it’s a real shame.
There is now very little interaction between boat
manufacturers and marine media, and everybody
loses as a result. But that’s how it is in the trailer
boating world (up to about 7.5 m LOA) today, and
beyond that, we aren’t even making boats anymore,
until we get to 12 metres or so, when the mega
cruisers from Maritimo and Riviera kick in. But then,
a whole new series of problems emerge for a
professional boating journalist with visions of doing a
meaningful boat test.

Take this month’s big Maritimo 75 Flybridge - a
world-class piece of equipment no doubt, but we
can’t “test” a boat like that in 40 minutes up and
down the Broadwater here on the Gold Coast, or
across Sydney Harbour. And you can well imagine
the Maritimo team’s reaction if some “piss-ant, f/wit
journo” (as I’ve been called on several occasions
over the years by various p’eed off boatbuilders) was
to suggest that the new $3m  M-75 had ‘orrible carpet
in the saloon . . or “only managed 24.723 knots” . . or
some such rubbish.   

It just doesn’t bear thinking about, and in truth,
those days are long gone. Instead, we concentrate on
presenting the best facts we can assemble, the best
pics, the best videos we can track down - so the
would-be owner(s) can see for him/herself what they
are researching. Increasingly, we see ourselves as a
‘fact and details’ resource, as distinct from being a
reference centre on the genuinely subjective issues of
performance, seakeeping abilities and a boat’s
operational capacity and potential. 

But as the senior photo-journalist on the AB team, I
can’t - won’t - undertake such a comprehensive
work/study program unless we’re able to work in a
co-operative, respectful and timely situation that is of
genuinely mutual (and beneficial) interest to the
boatbuilder and journalist.

And that rarely happens anymore.   

Once Again, The Rules Have Changed. 
The role of boating magazines has forever changed;

the boat manufacturing base in Australia is at its
lowest ebb since I began in the 1970s (in fact, it’s
very similar, now) and the situation with yacht
manufacturing is even worse; it is truly heart-
breaking. 

Having grown up – literally – with so many
wonderfully talented, skilled and excitable people
who loved the boating industry – and sailing,
specifically - with a heartfelt passion that inspired
thousands of jobs and 20 years of successful yacht
manufacturing, I’m more than a little disturbed by the
turn of events in recent years - long before the advent
of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

If there is any positivity in this historic rumination,
the sucess of local yacht manufacturing in the 1980s
and early 1990s, led to some very high standard yacht
racing in the 1980-90s, which in turn, led to the
situation we have today; where a very large
percentage of the finest sailors in the world are born
and bred Aussies, many of whom are now treading
the international stage as in-demand professional
sailors, designers, craftsman, rigging specialists and
boat builders for many of the best yards in the world. 

But hardly any at home.   

The TV/Video Media
It will come as no surprise to anybody that we have

had a passion for the use of videos in the boating
industry, for the boating industry, for some
considerable time. 

We started using videos in earnest back in 2010, but
supply was irregular and very seasonal, so it was hard
to get our teeth into it, more than on a semi-casual
basis.

By 2015-16 things started to change, especially as
the giant French Beneteau Group and many big
American companies (particularly those in the
Mercury chain) really started producing high-quality
videos in earnest as they appreciated the selling
power of a good video could be utilised right around
the world within hours of the first boat video being
produced. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

Today video forms an integral part of the
international boat marketing scene, and goes a long
way towards providing a solution to the ultimate
problem: how can a journalist justify going from the

Peter’s Comment. . . continued from Page 9
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Matthew Sheehan’s Summary of
Planet Sail’s Year 2021

Veteran yachting journalist and now hard-
working TV producer, writer, editor and Director,
Mat Sheehan sits still for a few valuable
moments and digests what happened through
the past year, and considers the ramifications
and outcomes of what proved to be a truly
momentous year.

Gold Coast, Qld to Poland (and back) or across to
somewhere on the East or West coast of America to
test a new 12 m cruiser? Or more particularly, a 12 m
production yacht? Given all today’s nightmarish
production deadlines, travel dramas and associated
pandemic issues – it is just not feasible, at any level.  

So, as you’ll see on our new website, we are now
launching AB-TV in earnest, and creating a video
“hub” for our readers and the general public to visit
and view at their leisure, in the comfort and privacy
of their own home.

It’s very much like a marine “You Tube” because
that is exactly what we are creating. Literally. An
Australian boating You Tube hub with proper filing,
indexing and a level of permanency the You Tube
people can’t possibly provide for every segment,
every area of interest, to suit the myriad  passions of
people, all over the world.

Better that they work with people like us in very

specialised, specific fields. People who can index,
file, archive and process the demands of the
Australian marine world with a very high level of
knowledge, efficiency and best of all, making it
available at no cost to the end consumer. That’s the
dream, and by crikey, we’re getting very, very close
to achieving that dream.

We would really like you to check it out, look at
the videos we’ve selected, and let us know what you
think about our choices, and/or give us a heads-up on
directions we should take in the future i.e. more
sailing, less sailing, more fishing, less…… It will
take a few months to get our heads around it, but
what we are working with here is quite literally, the
future of marine media publishing. 

So you can be assured we’ll be focussing intently
on the development of AB-TV in the months ahead. 

AB

Click On Pic To Start Video and enlarge to suit your screen and viewing taste.

https://youtu.be/j756ELeRidQ


These are fast changing times. More than ever,
families have to be mindful that some things are just
plain fraught with problems, or are unjustifiably
expensive. Or doomed to failure. Knowing who to
trust, situations to avoid and projects that work, is a
key element in going forward with confidence. 

As much as anything else though, it is having
someone minding your back; having a reference
source you can trust to clear the air, and get the facts. 

Peter Webster has been curating and editing
Australian Boating for years. He’s controversial,
opinionated, and only knows one way to tell it. 

But when you are trying to decide whether a
Mercury is a better investment than a Suzuki, or if
you can believe the claims for that Chinese-built
platey, or trust the broker who reckons that his 10
year old Haines Hunter is better value than the
Haines Signature in that other yard down the road, or
you are trying to compare a Quintrex to a Sea Jay . . .
. . who better to call? 

As a subscriber, you can call PW for a yarn, or
email him anytime you need another opinion. In
turn, if he doesn’t know, he’ll say so - but he’s got the
contacts, the people, the real experts he then calls to
get the sort of back-up you need when that decision
has to be made. It’s the AB difference.

Subscribe to AB’s
independent thinking . .

and experience.
AB
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�The VENDEE GLOBE Wraps, and the America’s Cup Trials Start

� F&B Testing Formosa’s 595 SRT Pro Deck Boss Console

AB February 2021 #289     $11.95 ea
12x Subscription $84 p.a. / 6x monthly $45

Changing The Cruiser
World Forever:

Mercury Builds 
A Mighty 
600 hp, 
7.6 litre, 
V12 Outboard

� Boat Test: Bar Crusher’s Amazing 615 Bow Rider

March-April 2021 #290
AUD $11.95 ONLINE  

� Check-Out The Astonishing Mastercraft X24 Wakeboat

For copies, CLICK here: 
www.australianboatmags.com.au
Subscriptions: $45 x 6 issues p.a. 
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�BBrriilllliiaanntt  KKiiwwiiss  WWiinn  TThhee  
AAMMEERRIICCAA’’SS  CCUUPP  AAggaaiinn!!

�GGaalleeoonn  332255  GGTT00::
Re-Inventing The

2021 Cruiser: 
--  PPoolliisshh  DDeessiiggnn  &&

AAmmeerriiccaann  ‘‘EEnnggiinnuuiittyy’’

� Boat Test: POWERCAT’S 7000 Pioneer Fisherman

July-August 2021 #292
AUD $11.95 ONLINE

� Check-Out New 8.3m West Aussie SAR RIB

For copies, CLICK here:
www.australianboatmags.com.au

Subscriptions: $45 x 6 issues

AB
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� FFiirrsstt
ooff  tthhee

NEW 2021
QUINTREX
RReelleeaasseedd

�PPWW’’ss NNeeww  SSeerriieess::  My Top 5
Fishing Grounds - Starting With
PPOORRTT  SSTTEEPPHHEENNSS,,  NNSSWW  

�PP--11//44  CCoonnssuummeerr  SSuurrvveeyy::
Buying The Family’s First 
4.3-4.8m Tinny

� SAILGP’s NNeeww  ‘‘2211  
RRoouunndd  ##99  --  Back In Oz ! 

Australian Boat Mags Pty Ltd
ABM 34 167 221 114

35 Shannon Brook Grove, Oxenford 
Gold Coast, Qld 4210

P  (07) 5502 8233

E  subs@ausboatmags.com.au
W  www.ausboating.com.au
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� F&B Testing The Impressive Kiwi Stabicraft 2250 Centre Cab

AB May-June 2021 #291
$11.95 ea 

� ABU-Garcia’s Superb New ‘Veritas’ Graphite Rod Range

For copies, CLICK here: 
www.australianboatmags.com.au
Subscriptions: $45 x 6 issues p.a. 

Heading Downunder:
� Lagoon 55 
� Aquila 54
& Heading to FNQ:
� Trailerboat 
Fishing The GBR
From Cooktown 

Just $45.00 for 6big multi-media issues
at www.ausboating.com.au

*Phone Orders: You can phone your order  
(6 big multi-media, bi-monthly mags for $45,
or 12x $84) through to Mary Webster (07) 5502
8233 during office hours for complete peace of
mind, c.c. security - and personal interest and
attention. Alternatively, book your sub through
our web site whenever it suits, 24/7.  
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www.boatgearaustralia.com.au
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Monthly trailer boating & fishing magazine
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December 2020
e-POWER
SYSTEMS

e-
The new � world of marine

power systems: hybrid, inboard,
outboard, Z-drives & batteries.

Australia’s Best
SAILGP 
2021-22*  
Magazine 
& Video
Coverage

              
AB’s

               
Ebb &
 FlowFlow 

With

Neil 
Dunstan

International Yacht Racing
& The Latest      Technology

New for 2021, and backing our on-going commitment to AB’s regular
Fisherman & BOATOWNER Section,  Jeff Webster’s expertise returns with a
series of tests on many of Australia’s most popular trailerboats - and we lift our
coverage of e-power systems even further, in every issue. 

Jeff Webster’s 
popular boat
tests return in
every issue
for 2021. 

Safety @ Sea
Seamanship * Safety Equipment * Preparation

*Back In Sydney, Dec 17-18, 2021



How Trim Tabs Work . .
Properly sized trim tabs improve the

performance of your boat in a wide range of
weight, weather and water conditions.

Bennett Trim Tabs are attached to the
bottom edge of the transom. When the helm
control is pressed, the trim tabs move into
position. Water-force on the trim tab surface
creates upward pressure, raising the stern
and lowering the bow. 

Bennett Trim Tabs operate the reverse of what
you might think. 

The port trim tab controls the starboard bow.
Conversely, the starboard trim tab controls the
port bow. The helm control is usually wired so
that all you have to do is press the control in the

direction you want the bow to move. Don’t worry
about which trim tab is moving. 

The proper use of Bennett Trim Tabs becomes
second nature after a short time.

Getting Up and Staying Trimmed
Most boats “break over” (get on plane) at a

particular speed. This speed is determined by
weight distribution, water conditions, etc. 

Bennett Trim Tabs enable your boat to plane at
speeds lower than natural planing speed. 

By pressing the control to the “Bow Down”
position, your trim tabs move down. This will
raise your stern and lower your bow, getting you
up on plane faster, usually increasing your
speed. 

Getting Used To The ‘Feel’ of Tabs 
When learning to use your tabs, begin by

pressing the helm control in half second bursts
for gradual trimming. A momentary delay occurs
from the time you press the control to the time
the boat reacts. This is normal, and varies with
boat speed. Be careful not to over-trim your boat.
An over trimmed boat will “plow” or “bow-steer”. If
you over-trim the boat, simply press “Bow Up”
and the bow of the boat will rise.

Boat Trimming From The Flybridge or Tower
When steering from a ‘bridge or tower, a good

trimming method is to watch the bow spray, stern
wake, or the rooster tail. An untrimmed boat will
produce more spray and it will produce a larger
wake. 

When properly trimmed, the bow/forefoot  spray
is virtually eliminated, the wake is reduced, and
the rooster tail is smaller and farther behind the
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Ruth’s
Boat Shed

www.boatgearaustralia.com.au
(07) 5655 4959

Technical Advisory No.3 - TRIM TABS



boat. You’ll also notice that the engine RPM will
increase when the boat is properly trimmed.

How To Use Trim Tabs  . . . 
Running In Rough Water

When running into a chop or heavy seas, press
“Bow Down”. This will bring the “V” of the hull in
contact with the waves rather than having the
waves pound the hull and your passengers. In a
following sea or when running an ocean inlet
across a ‘bar’, the trim tabs should be fully
retracted (up) for maximum control and
maneuverability.

Correcting For A List
Bennett Trim Tabs may be operated individually

so that you can correct for listing. Your control is
designed so that you can use it “intuitively.” Do
not think about what the trim tabs are doing, just
concentrate on the bow. If the port bow is high,
push the port side “Bow Down” direction. If the

starboard bow is high, push the starboard side
“Bow Down” direction. Press the control in half-
second bursts to avoid over-trimming,
allowing time between corrections for the boat to
react.

Using Trim Tabs With Your Engine’s Power Trim -
Getting Optimum Speed and Power

Trim your engine first, then use the trim tabs to
fine tune the boat’s running angle. 

Correcting For Porpoising 
Porpoising is a condition more common in

faster boats. As speed increases, the bow
repeatedly rises out of the water until gravity
overcomes lift and the bow falls down.

Press “Bow Down” in half second bursts. As the
trim tabs deflect, the porpoising subsides and
your speed should remain the same or decrease.

Only a slight amount of trim tab deflection
should be necessary.

(Continued Over)
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General Guidelines For Choosing A Trim Tab Size
In general, the widest span tabs that will fit on

the transom will be the most effective, however,
we do also have a sizing chart.  

The greater the surface area, the greater the
lift. 

We‘ll typically recommend a 9” chord (fore and
aft) tab, but depending on available transom space
a shorter or longer chord tab, or specially shaped
tabs with upfins or dropfins may be advised.
AB
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The pair of
electric BOLT
129 Trim Tabs
- good value,
but remember
they also
need a
control kit to
drive them. 

The EIC 001 dash conrol unit (coloured lights show
each trim tab’s position) is really simple to use. Most
people quickly learn to adjust the boat’s trim as much
by looking over the bow and/or  ‘feeling’ the boat’s
performance vary, as the tabs are adjusted. 

When ordering or
discussing trim

tab sizes, it’s
important to get

the terminolgy
right - especially

which way the
width or ‘span’ is

measured. 



Trim Tabs Summary
As the AB/F&B camera boat skipper for the best part
of 20 years, very few people are more qualified than
Ruth to advise on trim tab use and selection. (-PW)  

Why Use Trim Tabs?
Trim tab kits are used by experienced
boatowners to get the best boat
performance, no matter what the load,
speed, or sea conditions.
n A well-trimmed boat will use less fuel
and run smoothly across the top of choppy
water rather than pounding up and down.
n Trim tabs will help a boat plane at a
lower speed (conserving fuel) and will
reduce porpoising. 
n Trim tabs kits such as the electric or
hydraulic trim tab kits can also correct a
boat's list (side to side lean or imbalance)
whilst the boat is running.

How to Choose Which Trim Tab Type Is Best
For Your Boat.
- Main Types of Trailer Boat Trim Tabs:
(All available from Boat Gear Australia)

• SLT Self Levelling (Fixed) Kits These are
economical, and the two tabs are easy to
install on the boat's transom but they have
no controls. They can be manually adjusted
(on shore) but are generally left in one fixed
position. I believe they are suited for small
inflatables and very small tinnies only.
• Electric BOLT Trim Tab kits - are for
trailerboats only - not for moored craft - you
will need both a trim tab plane kit and a
control kit. (Sold separately).
• Hydraulic Trim Tab Kits - are for either
trailerboats or moored craft - they come as
one complete kit (with all the tabs, controls
and hardware supplied). 
There is a choice of trim tab sizes and, also
control types.
Both Electric Trim Tab Kits and Hydraulic
Trim Tab Kits offer terrific control - the boat
will get on the plane quicker, you can trim
the bow up or down, and importantly you
can correct a boat's "list" (when the boat
leans to one side).
Whilst we offer multiple trim tab types, I
prefer the hydraulic kits – don’t be put off by
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https://www.boatgearaustralia.com.au/trim-tabs/bennett-hydraulic-trim-tab-kits/

the installation - the “bleed” they refer to is
not hard, as it happens automatically (you
just hold down the helm switch).

Which Hydraulic Trim Tab Sports Kit:
M80 or M120 - and Which Control? 

1. Select the trim tab size for your boat.
(Bennett Hydraulic Sports) Trim Tab kit
sizes:
n The M80 Sports Kit Trim Tab for boats 4.8
to 6.0 metres  - Tab size  8" x 10"  (Width
(span) x Length (chord))
n The M120 Sports Kit rim Tab Planes for
boats 5.5 to 8.0 metres - Tab size  10" x 12"
(Width (span) x Length (chord)) 

2. Select a control type – (both the above
kits have four control choices):
n Euro Rocker Control - Plain Control
n ATR- Auto Tab Retract
n EIC - Electronic Indicator Control - (lights
on the helm control show both tab positions)
and it includes the Auto Retract too!
n Auto Trim Pro - Auto Helm Control
(Includes Auto Retract and EIC)

If in doubt, I recommend the EIC control
model, as it is the easiest to use, and it also
includes the Auto Tab Retract which safely
retracts trim tabs when the ignition is turned
off.

3. Lastly, check there is room on your
transom to mount the trim tab planes, and,
also room for the actuators.
These hydraulic kits are boxed as complete
kits, which include the tabs, the controls,
and all hardware.
There is more detail and further explanation
on my BGA website - see full link below.

Browse the link for more information,
pictures, and pricing, but if you are still
unsure or need extra advice, contact me at
Boat Gear Australia (by phone or email).

For larger craft with Bennett trim tabs, we
also have an extensive range of Bennett
trim tab spare parts.

- Ruth, BGA,  (07) 5655 4959 
admin@boatgearaustralia.com.au
www.boatgearaustralia.com.au



2x ANTARES 8
Weekenders

Australian Boating18

With a price tag for the Antares 8.0
in the order of $220-230K (@3/1/22)
and delivery pushed back into 2024,
world wide demand for the Antares
series has never been higher - and
frankly, it’s not hard to see why. 
Of all the models in the growing range
of Antares cruisers, this new 8.0m
pair - a seriously clever Weekend
Cruiser and a damn good Fisherman
come all-rounder, cracks the code
perfectly . . . for the huge numbers of
retirees who DON’T want a “BIG”
boat, DON’T want to deplete their
Super, but DO want a well built
cruiser that is safe, soft riding, fast,
easily handled (solo, too) with all the
facilities required for a luxurious
weekend on the water. Take a good
look at these two new Antares - they
are setting the 7.7-8.5m benchmark
for the industry. 
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Even more innovative and versatile than its
predecessors, the new Antares 8 boasts a
range of novel functionalities that makes it
the ultimate leisure craft in its class,
promising maximum comfort allied with the
incomparable style and elegance that is a
trademark feature of this iconic range. 

It’s a boat that handles well in any situation,
whether taking it easy with family and friends, or
just getting away for a few days. 

A mid-range model in BENETEAU’s weekender
range, the new Antares 8 preserves the signature
features of BENETEAU’s long-standing expertise
in building innovative, high-performance, family-
friendly boats. 

The Antares 8 offers novel features designed
specially for lovers of nautical pursuits, with a
special focus on fishing enthusiasts. The Antares
8 now comes in two versions: Cruising, which
provides exceptional onboard comfort and
conviviality, and Fishing, which has everything
fishing enthusiasts may need.

Power And Elegance
With its sporty, stylish design, the Antares 8

perfectly embodies the brand’s weekender spirit.
The overall impression is one of elegance,

enhanced by a sleek, streamlined profile that
gives the boat its sporty allure. The two versions
have their own individual character - Cruising
with its sleek, contemporary profile, and Fishing,
which has an altogether more sporty feel. 

The new Antares 8 offers exceptional
habitability with spacious and comfortable
accommodation that provides ample room for up
to nine passengers. A major new feature is the
starboard side gate that will make it easier to
dock the boat, and allow fishing fans to bring
even their largest catches aboard. 

The wide platforms, flush with the deck, provide
for safe boarding and can double up as a swim
platform for dips in the sea. Lastly, the starboard
walkway has been widened to make it easy to
move around the boat to the bow which has a
spacious sunbathing area, an essential feature
for relaxing cruises. 

The modular cockpit in the stern guarantees
the crew optimal comfort. A new feature, the
removable tabletop, converts the benchseat in
the cockpit, the folding benchseat in the port
freeboard and the benchseat backing onto the
glazed window in the saloon into a spacious
sunbathing area, or provides passengers with
comfortable seating for a sociable meal or
sundowner.

(Continued Over) 

Click on picture to start video, and
enlarge to suit screen size and
viewing taste. R/T  1.47min

295

https://youtu.be/DKFA0wxDVWw
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ANTARES 8 (PROV.) TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Length overall.......................................8.23m ........ 27’
Hull length............................................ 6.98m .. 22’11’’
Overall width........................................ 2.80m ...... 9’2”
Hull beam.............................................2.80m ........9’2’’
Max draught......................................... 0.80m ........2’7’’
Maximum engine power......................................250hp
Light displacement (EC) .....................................451kg
Fuel tank..............................................................340 L
Water tank............................................................100 L
DESIGNER
Naval architect..................BENETEAU POWERBOATS 
Design: ................................................. Sarazin Design
EC CERTIFICATION ............................................C9/D9
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Clever Design That Is Perfect For Cruising
The Antares 8 is packed with clever, practical

features that enhance the boat’s habitability. In
addition to providing a storage area, the rear
benchseat slides forward revealing a space that
makes it easy to raise the engine. The bench
opposite can house an ice-box to keep food and
drink chilled during longer trips. 

The perfect weekender, Antares 8 has ample
storage space in the bottom of the cockpit, used
to store all the boat’s accessories. Lastly, the roof
rack is ideal for storing all the equipment
essential to leisure pursuits, whether at sea or
ashore, such as a kayak, paddleboards or some
bikes. 

Designed For Comfortable Onboard Living,
And Ideal For Family Cruises

The Antares 8 is packed with features that
make coastal cruising a real pleasure. With its
attractive design, top-level fixtures and fittings
and sophisticated upholstery available in two
colourways, the saloon is both elegant and
practical. The swivelling helmsman’s and
adjustable co-pilot’s seats can be tilted to face
either the saloon or out to sea. In addition to
providing wonderful sea views and bathing the
interior with light, the large glazed windows also
keep the boat airy and well ventilated. 

Interior fittings on the Antares 8 include a galley
area with a fridge and a choice of a gas or

Australian Boating 23

Continued over with the Antares 8 Fisherman



electric hob. Lastly, the Antares 8 can also be
equipped with an air-conditioning system -
perfect for keeping the boat cool during hot
weather when berthed, and even when at sea
due to its powerful lithium batteries. This is a
really exceptional feature on a boat this size. 

Up to five passengers can sleep over on the
boat. There are two double berths, one in the
cabin and one in the wheelhouse, with room for
an extra bed in the cleverly designed space
under the saloon. The outstanding habitability of
the Antares 8 is completed by the bathroom with

its excellent headroom.

Safe, Seaworthy, And A Pleasure To Drive
The Antares 8 retains the tulip-shaped hull

design that is the flagship feature of the Antares
range, making this a boat that has excellent
stability on the water and handles well in all
conditions. The ergonomically-designed helm
station has an optional 12-inch control panel.
With its powerful 250-horsepower engine, the
Antares 8 can reach a top speed of 35 knots.
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also on the roof’s hardtop extension. The roof
can also be fitted with a 12-inch display used to
survey fishing grounds. Continuing our tour of the
roof, there is a search spotlight in the rear, and a
LED light at the front for better night-time visibility
AB

ANTARES 8 Fisherman
Designed for physically demanding fishing

trips, Antares 8 Fishing has an open cockpit that
makes it easier to move around the boat;
everything about it is perfectly designed, right
down to the smallest detail. The rear bench seat
is replaced by a fishing station that comes with
professional-grade rod holders. In addition to the
recirculating live well tank, this Fishing version
also has three storage compartments under the
cockpit sole, one of which can take a fish box.  

Rod holders are fitted into the freeboards, and
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For the latest info on today’s ever-changing boat
prices, delivery schedules, stock lines (etc) we
recommend Peter Nicholson’s team based on the
Gold Coast at Hope Island: 

Find them at wwwspiritmarineqld.com
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Beneteau

OCEANIS 34.1
Cruiser/Racer
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For quite a few years now,    the European yacht racing world and the
dominant French yacht racingfraternity have both pioneered  and led much of
the sailing world’s boat  and  rigging design standards and    performance
thinking. This is increasingly being reflected in the Euro        production craft
now being produced for distribution and sale throughout the    world. Like this
one - the state of the art, and very appealing, Oceanis 34.1. 



Sleeker, lighter, more sail area, more space
in the bow for the owner’s cabin (than its
predecessor): the latest collaboration
between Marc Lombard for naval architecture
and NAUTA Design for the deck plan and
layouts of the new Oceanis 34.1 is, quite
simply, outstanding ! 

10.80m Of Good Design
One glance shows that the La Rochelle-based

architect Marc Lombard has surpassed himself
with this contemporary hull design. It provides
greater interior space for a spacious cabin
combined with a hull with a long chine going aft
that ensures guests a high-quality cruising
experience. 

These architectural choices give this 7th
generation of Oceanis yachts a strong identity
that is equally remarkable when under sail -
slender waterline entries, a lower angle of heel

and a hull resting on the chine for greater comfort
on the water. 

A key player right from the start, the firm
NAUTA Design has once again delivered an
incomparable design concept for this generation
of Oceanis yachts. A distinctive style, instantly
recognisable even in the smallest details with
layouts that prioritise comfort, user-friendliness,
bright interiors and ease of movement. 

Life on board with family or friends new to
sailing is the core focus of all new Oceanis
designs. The Oceanis 34.1 is the perfect
example of this approach, promising to provide
safe cruising experiences aboard a boat that is
easy to handle whoever is crewing it. 

Simple navigation using standard equipment
(Easy Sail) package, including a conventional
31m² mainsail and 18m² self-tacking jib. The
perfect configuration for sailing as a duo, or for
carrying an inexperienced crew. To keep
manoeuvring with ropes to a strict minimum,
there is an optional in-mast furling system, too. 

More experienced recreational boaters will opt 

28 Australian Boating

Oceanis 34.1
Cruiser/Racer

OCEANIS 34.1 PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATIONS
Length overall                                                                     10.77 m                            35’4’’
Hull length                                                                             9.96 m                            32’8’’
Waterline length                                                                    9.50 m                            31’2’’
Beam width                                                                           3.57 m                             11’9’’
Deep draught (cast iron)                                                       2.00 m                              6’7’’
Deep ballast weight                                                           1 580 kg                      3,482 lbs
Shallow draught (cast iron)                                                   1.50 m                             4’11’’
Shallow ballast weight                                                       1.860 kg                      4,099 lbs
Performance draught (lifting keel)                           1.25 m - 2.55m                       4’1’’-8’4’’
Performance ballast weight                                               1.506 kg                      3,319 lbs
Air draught                                                                          15.57 m                            51’1’’
Light displacement                                                             5.470 kg                    12,046 lbs
Fuel tank (standard)                                                               130 L                    34 US Gal
Fresh water capacity (standard)                                             231 L                    61 US Gal
Engine power (standard)                                                        21 hp                            21 hp
Mainsail                                                                             42.40 m²                       456 sq/ft
Self-tacking jib                                                                   27.40 m²                       295 sq/ft
Furling mainsail                                                                 42.40 m²                       456 sq/ft
Furling genoa (105%)                                                        34.30 m²                       369 sq/ft
Code 0                                                                               61.10 m²                       658 sq/ft

ARCHITECT / DESIGNER                                                                   EC CERTIFICATION 
Naval Architect: Marc LOMBARD Yacht Design                                                  A6/B8/C10
Bridge and interior design: Nauta Design

Continued over on page 31
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for rigging packs which include a stemhead for
downwind sails, extra winches and a 26m² furling
genoa for longer cruises. 

With its regatta-style running rigging and
Flatdeck genoa furling system, this Oceanis is
nevertheless firmly focused on performance. 

The bulb-free hydraulic lifting keel (1.25 m -
2.55 m), which produces hardly any drag,
combined with the 35m. square top mainsail
maximises the hull’s speed potential. 

Another advantage of the lifting keel is simple
beaching of the boat making it easy to explore
secluded creeks and anchorages. 
Designed for comfort - AND convenience.

The stylish, uncluttered deck plan has been
specially designed to provide maximum comfort
and safety when moving around the boat, taking
the helm, and for onboard living when at anchor. 

The ropes for the halyard and the furling
system are forward of the cockpit while there is a
winch on each side for the helmsman to set the
foresails. The result is an uncluttered cockpit
ideal for relaxation, with the lack of a backstay
making it easy to get to the aft swim platform. 

The design also includes two or three double
cabins with head compartment. The 2-cabin
version has a large head compartment to aft with
a spacious separate shower and lots of closet
space accessed both from the inside and via the
cockpit benchseat. 

The clever styling is further enhanced by a
choice of elegant finishes in oak or walnut,
perfectly complemented by a beautiful fabric
selection with optional seat upholstery. 

In both versions, the boat interiors are bright
and airy. With its four deck hatches and four hull
portholes, the Oceanis saloon has everything you
need to get the most out of your cruising
experience. 

The starboard L-shaped galley, the head
compartment to port, the large full -beam saloon
with two sofas and a large table for convivial
dining ensure maximum cruising comfort for the 8
passengers. In addition to the cabins, there are 2
single berths, one of which is under the clever
chart table with its folding top. 

Loyal to the spirit of classic BENETEAU design
for 35 years now, the Oceanis 34.1 is the
versatile cruiser with a sleek contemporary
silhouette that everyone’s been waiting for! 
AB               (Continued over on page 32,33)

Oceanis 34.1
Cruiser/Racer
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Continued from Page 28 . . . 
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Below: Given the vital role the charter world plays
in the success of many yachts around the world -
we reckon the 3-Cabin layout is a shoe-in!

Having the choice of three different keel configurations really bodes well for
Australia’s diverse boating conditions; this will virtually ensure natonal interest. 

Oceanis 34.1
Cruiser/Racer

Oceanis 34.1 two cabin layout

Oceanis 34.1 three cabin layout



Click On Pic To Start Video, and
enlarge to suit your screen and

viewing preferences. R/T 1:49
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Sleeker, lighter, with more sail area, and more space in the bow than its predecessor for the owner’s
cabin, the Oceanis 34.1 promises unforgettable days out on the water. Once again, Marc Lombard and
NAUTA Design have combined their efforts to produce a unique design concept, true to the spirit of
the 7th generation Oceanis range.

https://youtu.be/gHYvZIx4Wvk
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Despite the Pandemic,

2021 Was MARITIMO’S
Best Year, E.V.E.R.
And with this striking
new Maritimo 75
Flybridge heading a
long list of confirmed
sales already, 2022
is shaping up as an
even more successful
year for this
dynamic, Gold Coast
based, all-Australian
brand. 
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The year 2021 will go down as truly
momentous for leading Australian

luxury motor yacht manufacturer,
Maritimo, with a number of major
milestones, achievements, and most
importantly, many excited new owners
welcomed into the world of Maritimo. 

2021 has been Maritimo’s most
successful year in its near 20-year
history.

At the beginning of the year,
Maritimo boldly announced its plans
to unveil eight new models in the
calendar year.

Maritimo’s completely in-house,
Australian based design and new
product development team is set to
deliver on those plans with the global
reveal of the brand’s new flagship M75
Flybridge Motor Yacht marking the
seventh reveal, with one more exciting
model announcement still to be
teased before year’s end.

Maritimo’s Tom Barry-Cotter said
that the eight new model
announcements were a significant
milestone for the brand, and that the
level of new product development in
2021 had been unprecedented in the
company’s near 20-year history.

“This level of new product
development would not be possible
without the input and efforts from our
highly experienced, Australian based
new product development and design
team,” he said.

“These talented people are charged
with creating our next innovations and
developing our tooling of the future.
“Within the team are some of the most
highly skilled and experienced within
the industry, not just within Australia,
but from around the globe.”

A new era is set to begin in the new 
(Continued over on Page 36)



the new year 2022, as Maritimo unveils the largest
motor yacht in its history, with the global reveal of
the brand’s latest flagship vessel, the new M75
Flybridge Motor Yacht.

Of all the Maritimo flagships that precede it,
none have had the level of customer input or
degree of design development as the M75
Flybridge Motor Yacht, said Barry-Cotter. 

The global reveal of the new flagship marks the
seventh launch or reveal for Maritimo in 2021, as
the widely respected motor yacht brand sees
unprecedented demand, with several orders for
the M75 already in its production pipeline. 

The M75 Flybridge Motor Yacht is slated for its
official global launch late 2022. 

Preceding the M75 Flybridge Motor Yacht, other
new models announced in 2021 include the M55
Flybridge Motor Yacht, M60 Flybridge Motor
Yacht, S55 Sedan Motor Yacht, S60 Sedan Motor
Yacht, M600 Offshore Motor Yacht and S600
Offshore Motor Yacht.

“2022 will be even more exciting than 2021, as
Maritimo will see in the official global launches of
each of these new models,” he said.

“The next generation of Maritimo’s latest new
models have formed the foundation of Maritimo’s
sales for the future, with the brand welcoming
record sales of new motor yachts to owners from
around the globe, with orders now out into the
third quarter of 2024.”

Maritimo’s boat show calendar was still heavily
impacted by the effects of the global pandemic
and related travel restrictions in 2021, however the
company recorded motor yacht orders at both
Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show in May,
and Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show in
November. 

“At these shows we have congratulated a
number of owners on their 3rd, 4th, and even 5th
Maritimo purchase, as well as welcoming many
who are just beginning their Maritimo journey, as
first time Maritimo owners,” said Barry-Cotter.

Owners such as Deb and Mick Sangster from
QLD, Australia and Mickey Beanini from
Rydalmere in NSW, Australia.

The Sangsters bought their first Maritimo in 2011
and fell in love with the brand. “We keep buying
Maritimo’s not just for the boats, but for the whole
team that goes with it,” she said. “Their attention
to detail and service is amazing.”

Mickey Beaini ordered his first Maritimo six
months ago. “I was drawn by the quality, the
design, attention to detail and the dual use for us,
luxury cruising and game fishing,” he said.

As Maritimo steams into the future with record
orders and unprecedented range of new models
entering production it has been carefully growing
its team of highly skilled craftspeople and full-time
apprentices over the course of the year and will
grow its team further over the course of 2022 and
2023.

Upholding a proud history of design and
manufacturing innovation, exceptional build quality,
steadfast construction integrity, engineering
excellence, and racing DNA for nearly 20 years,
Maritimo is currently welcoming dedicated and
passionate craftspeople into various career
opportunities within its main state of the art Gold
Coast boat building facilities. 

Maritimo is recruiting skilled people to join the
team in the fields of lamination, boat building,
cabinet making, plug and pattern making and
marine electrical. It recognizes the key to its future
mission of crafting the world’s highest quality
motor yachts centres around the training and
development of its apprentices - and ‘growing
them’ into the next the generation of highly skilled
Maritimo craftspeople.

Maritimo has a proud legacy of the development
of its apprentices within its Maritimo Momentum
apprentice program, with its apprentices taking out
top accolades at the annual Gold Coast TAFE
awards for the past three years.

Maritimo apprentices’ Jesse Blackley and Matt
Warren recently won Gold Coast TAFE’s 1st place
prize in the category of Cert III Marine Craft
Construction (3rd Year) and Cert III Marine Craft
Construction (4th Year) respectively, whilst recent
Maritimo Momentum apprentice graduate, Zoe De
Pryck was awarded the Queensland Apprentice of
the year by the Australian Boating Industry
Association for her achievements in Cert III
Cabinet Making.

Exciting new career pathways are on offer to
select groups of full-time apprentices in the
areas of Cert III Marine Craft Construction, Cert
III Cabinet Making (Furniture), Cert III
Composite Technician, Cert III Engineering
(Fabrication & Welding), Cert III Furniture
Finishing (French Polishing), and Cert III
Automotive Refinishing Technology (Spray
Painting).

“We are beyond excited about our current
position in the company’s journey, and believe
2022 will be even brighter in luxury motor yacht
manufacturing, racing, and welcoming more
owners and more staff aboard, in becoming a
significant part of one of the best boat building
teams in the world,” said Tom Barry-Cotter.

AB                (Continued Over on Pages 38-41)

36 Australian Boating

Maritimo M75 Flybridge MY
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You know it’s big and classy when
there is an atrium between the levels!

Maritimo has always 
believed in the ‘racing 
laboratory’ principle and have 
consistently developed staff, skills 
and GRP structural experience on the
international UIM race circuits. As the
current UIM XCAT champions, this is their
very latest R30 XCAT, now heading to the
UAE to defend their title - go guys!!



Australian Boating38

M75 - Flybridge Deck layout

M75 - Master Stateroom

Maritimo M75 Flybridge MY
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M75 - Main Deck, Saloon Interior

M75 - Main Deck, overlooking cockpit
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Maritimo M75 Flybridge MY

M75 - Engine Room (note crew cab aft)  Staterooms and guest rooms

M75 - Helm and Top Deck Lounge(s) and foredeck sun area. 
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M75 - Has to be the best spot for that family BBQ, swim and a coldie !

M75 - Main Deck + Galley & Living/Dining areas 
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NORWAY 10th of November 2021 

Evoy has launched its
Hurricane Electric
Inboard G2, with its
first installation on the
powerful X9 model
from their Partner
Goldfish 

e-POWER
SYSTEMS

e-
The new � world of marine

power systems: hybrid, inboard,
outboard, Z-drives & batteries.



Evoy has announced the launch of its
next-generation Hurricane electric
Inboard. Once again Evoy goes
beyond what’s expected and assures
its legacy as a technology leader. The
first installation of this revolutionary
motor system has been tested and
installed on the X9 model (below) from
their partner Goldfish, one of the
leading boat builders of the Nordics
will be baptized on the same day in the
marina of Oslo. The Goldfish is still to
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be optimized but it already has beaten
her older sister - the Evoy1 - that goes
up to 55 knots and weighs +1000 kg
more than the Goldfish X9. 

Building on a proven legacy 
Evoy is well known for its powerful
electric boat motors inboard and
outboard offering a power range
from 120hp to 800hp. 
Evoy’s Hurricane electric inboard  

(Continued Over On Page 44 . . . . )



In addition to improved technical
specifications, the next generation of the
Hurricane Electric Inboard has been re-
designed to further reduce its weight and
uses making it more compact and easier
to install. The complete 400 hp system (in
continuous) with 126 kWh now weighs in
at about 1100 kg, 500 kg less then
generation 1, about the same as an
equivalent powerful diesel with full fuel
tank. 

Its new design is plug and play, to fit any
kind of boat. The first generation had
several separate skids, tanks and boxes,
but this is now mostly integrated on the
new motor skids assembly for ease of
installation and high serviceability. 

“One of our boat builders say it will take
them the same amount of time to install
our Electric Inboard as a diesel motor!
This is very good news going forward and
expanding our market” say Leif. 

Streamlining operations across a
multitude of vertical scenarios

The next generation of the Hurricane
Inboard by EVOY combines IOT/OTA
software capacities, predictive
maintenance features, and a future fleet
management solution, allowing for remote
diagnostics and software upgrades and
repairs. 

Sold as a full solution it also includes
batteries, throttle, charging, cooling and
screens. This is the perfect combination
towards commercial fleets such as
aquafarming, defense, tourism, marinas,
shuttle, and yachting. 

Availability 
The next generation is now available to

order at the price of 147.000 euros for a
full solution including two battery packs @
126 kWh total, standard 20 kW AC
charging, up to 200 kW DC charging from
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motor system is a revolution for the
electric boat market. This plug & play,
easy to install powerful motor can be
fitted to any kind of new boat or retrofit
from 20 to 50ft. This robust 800-volt
system offers up to 800hp in peak, and
world-leading range and speed
capabilities. The Goldfish can do around
30 nm in 40 knots in optimal conditions,
and that is with just two batteries! 

“Our team is continuously working on
improving our systems, making them the
safest and strongest possible. Our goal is
to remain the pioneer innovator in electric

high-power boat
systems. The
generation 2 of our
Hurricane inboard
solution perfectly
illustrates our set
course towards
irresistible boating,
cutting large
amounts of green
house gasses
underway. 

We are very glad
that we had the

opportunity to conduct our first installation
on the Goldfish X9. 

“I have been dreaming to put my
hands on a Goldfish for more than 20
years and having it powered by Evoy is
even more magical than I could have
imagined.” says Leif A. Stavøstrand, Co-
founder & CEO of Evoy. (Pictured)

Improved design & cooling system
The new generation of the hurricane

comes with a new cooling system that
allows it to navigate into warmer seas,
potentially opening the brand to new
markets and regions, allowing the electric
boat market to expand dramatically. 

Continued From Page 43. . . .  



Australian Boating 45

the official page <  https://www.evoy.no  >
Lead time is now between 5 to 6 months
pending availability. 
About Evoy, 

Evoy was founded in 2018 and is based
in Florø, Norway. Evoy design, develop,
and deliver powerful 100% electric motor
systems (outboard and inboard), made in
Norway. 

Evoy’s systems are built for fast and
powerful boats between 20 and 50 ft,

bringing the superiority of electric leisure
and commercial boating into new markets
with Evoy’s ground-breaking technology.
AB

Above Images: These supplied ‘infinity’
images from Norway raise more
questions than they answer. We have
been in contact with Evoy seeking more
specs, data, installation data (etc) and
will publish the results asap. 
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AB’s

Marina
News

Heaviest Vessel Hauled On The
Gold Coast

The Boat Works has set a record for
the heaviest vessel ever to be hauled
out of the water on the Gold Coast –
the 292 tonne, 150-foot (45.7m) Benetti
superyacht, “Mistress”.
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Despite the inclement conditions, The Boat
Works’ team took just two hours to lift the
vessel out of the Coomera River to the
hardstand where “Mistress” will undergo a
brief period of maintenance. 

“This is an historic milestone for The Boat
Works and the Gold Coast,” says Shane
Subichin, General Manager at The Boat

Works.
“Our 300-tonne lift we call ‘Rhino’ has

proven itself a very versatile machine that
can adapt to any vessel.

“There’s increasing demand from larger
vessels which are rising in number in our
region. The big growing boat influx has
driven additional major marine infrastructure,



with construction underway on Stage 4 of
The Boat Works. This comprises 4 x 20-
metre high sheds (Yes - Twenty metres
high!) to accommodate these massive, tri-
deck and flybridge motor yachts, both
commercial and privately-owned. They will
be ready to welcome visiting yachts in first
quarter 2022.”

As Shane reports, the Captain and crew
abord “Mistress” were impressed by The
Boat Works’ team’s precision handling of the
vessel, attentive service and the facilities,
including the bespoke Captains’ lounge.

From his vantage point, the owner watched
his multi-million-dollar superyacht eased in to
the facility. He reportedly admired how
cleanliness and efficiency, the point of
difference of the facilities, along with the work
ethic at The Boat Works.

“The Gold Coast is a magnet for visiting
superyachts and cruising vessels,” adds
Shane. “It’s not only the perfect boating
destination, its refit and service facilities are
second to none in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The Coomera Marine Precinct is the hub
for hundreds of manufacturers, boat dealers,
skilled trades and specialist marine
professionals.”
The Boatworks: More Space, More Service

Also new in the past weeks is a dedicated
5,000-square-metres of hardstand for the
cruising community which will accommodate
up to 16 cruising catamarans and monohulls.
This workspace is ideal for cruising yacht
owners to undertake their own antifoul and
repaid work, gathering with like-minded
sailors and complete with a liveaboard
lounge, ensuites, free laundry and even a
courtesy car.

“It’s the ideal ‘Cruising HQ’ for cruising
customers who can meet others from around
the region and the world, take advantage of
the fresh produce growing on-site,
bathrooms, laundry, the Super Chandlery
and access to all the trades and resources in
the Marine Precinct,” says Shane.

AB
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Boatworks. . .The Big Lift
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The North Boatworks Superyacht worksheds and hardstand.



Docking a boat – especially in wind and current –
can be a stressful experience for even the most
experienced captains. The impacts of mishaps range
from mildly embarrassing to extremely expensive.

Raymarine understands that boating should be
relaxing and fun. That’s why its engineers went to work
nearly four years ago, developing and combining the
technologies that could help remove the stresses of
docking a boat. 

First demonstrated in prototype form in 2019 at the
Dusseldorf and Miami International Boat Shows,
Raymarine DockSense™ Control technology was
conceived, designed and proven effective in
augmenting a captain's boat-handling skills to avoid
docking mishaps. The system uses an array of Teledyne
FLIR stereoscopic cameras to establish, monitor, and
render a Virtual Fender zone around the vessel. Visually
represented on a Raymarine Axiom® multifunction
display, DockSense Control accurately senses pilings,
dock edges and other vessels as they begin to encroach
on the perimeter.

DockSense Control prevents the vessel from colliding
with a detected object and moves the vessel in the
direction commanded by the captain via the joystick,
simultaneously compensating for the effects of wind
and tide. With no commands, the system will hold the
vessel's position taking the stress out of docking, it is no
longer necessary to rush to tie up. The stereo vision
system gives a clear map of objects around the vessel

allowing to see what is in the blind spots when at the
helm.

Now available to boat builders for straight-shaft
inboard and bow-thruster propulsion-system
applications, Raymarine DockSense Control uses a
litany of refined technologies. These include global
positioning system (GPS) monitoring, attitude heading
reference system (AHRS) position-sensing technology
to compensate for the effects of wind and currents,
multiple Teledyne FLIR machine vision cameras, and a
central processing module. DockSense™ Control
interfaces with Raymarine Axiom® multifunction
displays and the Emerson AVENTICSTMMarex 3D
joystick system to help captains make a smooth arrival.

“It’s an exciting step forward for boaters,” says
Gregoire Outters, General Manager for the Raymarine
brand at Teledyne FLIR. “After years of development,
testing and refinement – meeting and overcoming
challenges head-on – we couldn’t be more excited to
announce the availability of Raymarine DockSense
Control to the recreational marine industry. DockSense
Control delivers a beautifully engineered solution to one
of the most common problems and sources of
frustration in boating and is squarely representative of
Raymarine’s mission of improving the overall boating
experience.”

“Emerson has long been committed to making ship
maneuvering ever safer and easier," explains Steffen
Kauth, Business Development Manager at Emerson
Automation Solutions. "With the Aventics™ Marex 3D
joystick system, we have taken a major step forward on
this path, providing intuitive, one-handed operation of
main and auxiliary drives at great accuracy in
maneuvering. Dynamic positioning was another
milestone. With Raymarine Docksense™ a new level of
comfort in operation is reached, combining easy
maneuvering and assisted docking to a unique user
experience.”

DockSense Control means that boat builders now
have two distinct choices of Raymarine assisted-
docking systems to meet the needs of their customers.
Released last year, DockSense Alert is compatible with
a wide variety of vessels and uses many of the same
Raymarine assisted-docking technologies. It includes
audible and visual warnings when objects encroach
upon the user-defined Virtual Bumper zone around the
vessel but does not integrate with the boat’s propulsion
system.

Meanwhile, DockSense Control offers full integration
with inboard/bow-thruster propulsion systems and will
actually override a captain’s throttle and steering inputs
to keep the vessel from contacting obstacles.

Boat builders interested in learning more about
Raymarine DockSense Control are invited to speak
with their Raymarine Sales Representative or contact us
through our website. 
AB

                                                                     AB’s              Electronics 
     Today

Raymarine and Emerson
Partner to Deliver
DockSense Control
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This Raymarine video uses a Prestige cruiser
which is just about perfect for the job of showing

how the DockSense system works. It sure makes
things look easier and quite simple to use. 

295

Click on pic to start video, and enlarge
to suit your screen and viewing taste. 

https://youtu.be/4E3nqijcG64
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Don McIntyre’s GLOBE 580

BBuuiillddiinngg  AAnn  
AAffffoorrddaabbllee,,  DDIIYY  AAddventure Yacht 
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Building An 
Affordable, DIY Advveennttuurree  YYaacchhtt  



The Mini 5.80 is for all sailors, young
and old, who have a dream to sail
oceans in small, fun, affordable and
proven safe, ocean-going yachts. 

Construction plans cost just Euro $300 and
the fun comes for FREE! Simple plywood
construction means anyone can build this
Mini in a few months. If you do not want to
build, your local shipwright can do it for you.
It all fits inside a 20ft container for shipping
to, or from international events. The mast
has a sleeve to allow two-piece shipping and
removing keel and rudder is simple. It can be
taken home on a trailer, by an ordinary family
car.

The official announcement and launch of
the ClassMini 5.80 took place at the HISWA
Amsterdam Boat show on Saturday 14th
March 2021, with the release of  the Mini 580
Specs and the the official
www.ClassMini580.com website going ‘live’.   

Hull No. 01, for Don McIntyre, was built in

Poland in mid-2021, and has been sailing
since July. McIntyre is sailing this yacht in the
first Solo 5.80 Transat, setting out from
Portugal in November 2021. When the
Transat is completed, it will then be used to
sponsor young sailors from a global pool of
eager young participants. 

The idea for this new, simple Mini 5.80
started to form in 2010 when McIntyre was
sailing a 25ft open timber whale boat, 4,000
miles across the Pacific, from TONGA to
KUPANG – West Timor, in the wake of
William Bligh and his men, following the track
of the Mutiny on the HMS Bounty saga. 

“I love small boats for their simplicity and
pure adventure, and building this 5.80 with
sustainable plantation plywood is about as
low impact as you can get.” said Don
McIntyre, organiser of the new ClassMini
5.80 “I have no idea if sailors will get excited
about this new development, but I certainly
am. We hope to see boats building all over
the world and if that happens, we will support
National Associations and local races. It’s not
foiling, nor carbon - and we’re ok with that!”
- Don McIntyre, Founder of the ClassMini 5.80.
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Don McIntyre’s GLOBE 580
Building A DIY Adventure Yacht
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The speed with which yachtsmen and women from around the world have adopted the ‘adventure’ principles
espoused by Don McIntyre’s Globe 580 project is quite remarkable. Late in 2021, no less than 165 builders in 27
countries were hard at work building their own Globe 5.80, and momentum for this unique ‘movement’ is still
gathering pace. All are inspired by the potential of competing in the ‘ultimate adventure’ - the first ever Mini Globe
Race solo around the world in 2024 - but there’s no doubt the ol’ fashioned cameraderie and friendship of like-
minded people doing something they love, has a lot to do with the success of this unique, affordable, new DIY
Class of global yachting.  

This new class is
extremely well

organised, with very
strong Class Rules

and regulations
covering all aspects

of the yacht’s design,
construction, rigging
(etc) and it uses the

internet extremely
effectively to

disseminate Class
news and info, as

well as providing a
beaut forum for

owners to
comunicate with 

each other - instantly
- wherever they in 

the world.  



AAAaaarrgh! It’s. . It’s. . It IS a plywood DIY yacht !!
Who’d have thought it would be possible to kick DIY
home boatbuilding back into gear in 2022  . . .
(No cigars for working that out, is there ? Onya, Don!)
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Click On Pic To Start
Video, and enlarge to
suit your screen and
viewing preferences.

295

Don McIntyre’s GLOBE 580
Building A DIY Adventure Yacht

https://youtu.be/0AuIdhvyFss
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The McIntyre ClassGlobe 5.80 is a SIMPLE,
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, Extreme weather
ocean capable, easily handled, FUN to sail
(and build) fully self-righting yacht. Features
include, Basic plywood epoxy construction,

bow crash box, three watertight
compartments. Six full frames, two
watertight bulkheads, pine stringers and oak
floors. The hull is covered with sustainable
plantation 10mm plywood. Central bottom
strip of plywood 20 mm. Deck covered with
8 mm. The hull is then laminated with epoxy
and glass. A 142 degrees point of vanishing
stability with central, strong skeg supported
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Don McIntyre’s GLOBE 580
Building A DIY Adventure Yacht

Right: Polish designer of the Globe 580,
Janusz Madersky has done an exceptional

job turning all of Don McIntyre’s
meticulous, hand drawn sketches into

working drawings, calculations and plans.    



outboard rudder with three sets of gudgeons
and pintles, allowing simple effective trim
tab wind vane steering. A simple, overbuilt
steel fabricated keel, with lead bulb, two x
2m bunks (or bunks on the cabin sole) or an
athwartship bunk by lifting a floor panel. A
secure comfortable cockpit, two transom
balancing dagger boards, quick closing
companionway hatch/door (Or 50 x 50 deck

hatch closure) with 360-degree visibility
observation cab with 1.65m headroom
under and 1.0m headroom while sitting on a
bunk.
A 50 x 50 foredeck hatch, dorade/dome
vents, 20 x 20 deck hatch, ample hand
holds, strong stanchions and rails, two bow
towing cleats, dedicated storage of 4man
ISO Ocean Life-Raft in Cockpit (cannister)
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or down below (Plastimo “ClasseGlobe
Valise” only). Watertight bunk hatches. A
Selden Ocean spec. mast for extreme

conditions with screwed lower pull apart
sleeve to fit 20ft container, removable bow
sprit, Storm rig running backstay and
removable storm jib baby stay. Able to safely
carry all up weight of items not permanently
bolted on boat incl. two sailors, 40 days
food, water, sails, safety equipment up to
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Don McIntyre’s GLOBE 580
Building A DIY Adventure Yacht



575kg! or Club Race with 3 or 4! (can fit
marine or portable toilet in forepeak if
required).

Last Thoughts From Don: 
The beauty of the 5.80 lies in its simplicity.

Easy to build and sail, even under windvane. It is

not meant to be the fastest 5.80 m TY,  but she
sails well, can be driven hard and being a One-
Design, we are all in the same boat, with the
exact same Quantum sails which are very cool.” 

More? Answers to FAQs, Background? Go to 

www.ClassGlobe580.com
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AB readers need to keep in mind
that these two yachts have been
kitted out for a solo Trans Atlantic
race - probably a bit over the top
for a Whitsunday’s
cruise! 



$84.00 for 12 big bi-monthly issues*

AB
Australian Boating

=
For 12x bi-monthly
issues of this big, 
all-embracing power,
sail and fishing
magazine for every
Australian boating
family and enthusiast.

Get a whole world of information, news and product
know-how about today’s very different world of

Australian boating, from some of the most widely
experienced writers in Australia.

Buying a boat is often a lot harder than it looks,
especially now, when good quality new boats are in
short supply, and so much Australian boat
manufacturing is being replaced by boats from
overseas boat builders most Aussie buyers know
precious little about. . . . so in the wake of the drought,
bushfires, the COVID-19 pandemic and ‘21 floods,
Australian Boating (AB) magazine has returned to
its core role: from March 2021 we’re now publishing
just one big, all-embracing power, sail and fishing
magazine every 2 months so we can provide

boating consumers with a really balanced, and
timely perspective between all the different options.
From ‘yaks’ to game boats, sailing dinghies to cruising
multihulls. With an over-riding emphasis on supporting
local, Aussie manufacturers as they struggle to
recover and rebuild their confidence and sales.

Times are tough in many sections of the boating
world, but AB has 49 years of experience, knowledge
and resources to draw from - and share with our
readers, as the industry rebuilds for the future - and
we all get back on the water.

Bluewater Cruising Yachts Pty Ltd 
- Cygnet 20 Trailer Sailer

$84
Now Over TWO Years
For 12 Great Issues



*Phone Orders: You can phone your order through
to Mary Webster (07) 5502 8233 for 6 bi-monthly
issues for $45 p.a., or 12 bi-monthly ssues for $84
across 2 years) during office hours with complete
peace of mind, security wise. It only takes a few
minutes to get set-up with a unique Subscriber
number, and instant access to the latest magazine(s)
and the entire SEA Library.

Australian Boat Mags Pty Ltd
ABM 34 167 221 114

35 Shannon Brook Grove, Oxenford 
[GoldCoast] Queensland 4210 Australia

P  (07) 5502 8233

E  subs@ausboatmags.com.au
W  www.australianboatmags.com.au

at www.australianboatmags.com.au

Crossfire Marine’s 
Crossfire Six1, aluminium catamaran 

Subscribe online 24/7, or just call AB Subscription Manager Mary Webster for prompt, person to person service

AB-TV

255 271

Stay in touch with the latest
developments in the outboard world
as it happens - with AB, every
month! 

AB-TVKeep  up with the latest in
marine technology (especially

sailing systems, foiling and
electric engines) with 

AB’s TV section or special
technical reports 

every month. 

https://youtu.be/j4NolJN2IQ8
http://australianboatmags.com.au/media/streamingVideo/450R_Anthem_Video.mp4
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SAVAGE 485
BBeeaacchh  CCoommbbeerr

Words & photos - Jeff Webster



One of the best value family bowriders available right now
is the Savage 485 Beach Comber. From the Queensland

Telwater stable, the 485 Beach Comber is the perfect size
for a mix of family day boating, social tow-sports, and

coastal fishing. Paired with a Mercury 90hp outboard, this
smooth-sided pressed alloy boat is a terrific performer too,

powering to a top speed of 35 knots.  
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outboards between 70hp and 90hp. We
tested this excellent value family boating
package with the maximum size engine, a
Mercury 90hp EFI four-stroke.

Design 
The Savage 485 Beach Comber is a typical

Aussie bowrider; it has a V-shaped seating
area up at the bow, an offset helm station
with pedestals seats, along with a full width
transom bench seat aft. 

The bow seating compartment is spacious
for a sub 5.0m boat. Quintrex has enlarged
this area by shifting the anchor well from the
foredeck back to the locker under the centre
bow seat cushion.

Re-locating the anchor well has created
more seating space, but the centre seat
cushion and hatch does need to be removed
each time you extract or stow the anchor.

Our test boat was fitted with the optional

66 AB’s Fisherman &  Boatowner

The 485 Beach Comber is the entry model in
the Savage aluminium bowrider range,
slotting in beneath the 515 and 550 series
boats. 

Arguably the most practical, versatile of the
three, the 485 Beach Comber is big enough
for most bay, harbour and coastal boating
activities, but is significantly cheaper to buy,
easier to man-handle at the boat ramp, and
more likely to squeeze into a garage at home. 

Like its siblings, the 485 Beach Comber is a
robustly built pressed alloy boat. It has a
3.0mm aluminium hull bottom, topsides and
transom, with a full length keel and a series of
cross bracing struts to stiffen and strengthen
the hull.

The side coamings are 225mm wide, and
welded to the side sheets on the outside -
and neatly rolled on the inside. The latter has
been a distinguishing feature of Savage
aluminium boats for many years.

The 485 Beach Comber accepts longshaft

Above: The Savage 485 Beach Comber set-up here
on one of Telwater’s very good ally trailers is
simple, strong and effective - and at just a smidgen
over a tonne in BMT weight, it’s really easy to tow. 

SAVAGE 485
BEACH COMBER . . .



Below: It is still a bit unusual to find a genuine family
bow-rider in this class and budget. It is a terrific
option for active ‘tow sport’ families that dad can still
use as a very practical fishing platform. 

Above: Access from the road or water is
reasonable, but without a transom ‘door’ or
opening, it’s a bit harder to board than some
competitors. Note classic ‘moderate’ vee hull shape. 
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bow seat cushions and back-rests up
forward, along with an oval shaped pedestal
table which slots into place between the side
seats to create a dinette seating area.

The back-rest cushions are well padded
and wrap up and over the side coaming
extrusions for maximum comfort and back-
rest support.

The back-rests are fixed in position, but the
three surrounding cushions are removable
for safe keeping.

Beneath the cushions there is the anchor
well in the forepeak and two deep storage
compartments beneath the side seats. 

The hatches for each of the bow storage
lockers are carpeted front and back to
provide protection against mould and rot.

You'll find additional storage space beneath
each of the consoles, as well as in the
elevated cockpit side storage pockets, and
inside a large, lockable glove box built into

Jeff’s Test Report continues on P.70

Performance 
RPM  SPEED                            ECONOMY   RANGE

1000    3.8kt (7.0km/h)              2.0L/h 126.3nm

1500    4.5kt (8.3km/h)              4.0L/h 74.8nm

2000    6.0kt (11.1km/h)            6.0L/h 66.5nm

2500    9.5kt (17.6km/h)            8.0L/h 79.0nm

3000  15.0kt (27.7km/h)          10.0L/h          99.7nm

3500    20.0kt (37.0km/h)         13.0L/h 102.3nm

4000    25.0kt (46.2km/h)         17.0L/h 97.8nm

4500    29.8kt (55.1km/h)         23.0L/h 86.2nm

5000    32.8kt (60.7km/h)         28.0L/h 77.9nm

5500    35.0kt (64.7km/h)         32.0L/h 72.7nm

Range on 95% of the 70L fuel supply at
3500rpm: 102.3nm

Specifications
Length overall: .................................5.10m
Hull Length.......................................4.95m
Beam:.............................................  2.08m
Deadrise................................................20°
Hull weight...................................     460kg  
Weight on trailer: Approx......1,050kg (dry)
Bottom & transom alloy....................3.0mm  
Topside alloy: ................................  3.0mm
Maximum power...........................90hp 4-s
Power as tested  ............  Mercury 90hp 4-s
Fuel capacity:...................................... 70L
Water.....................................................n/a
Maximum persons:..............................Five
Floatation ..........................Basic Standard 
From.................. www.mikesmarine.com.au

SAVAGE 485
BEACH COMBER . . .
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Great shot of a great
situation -  a really

good family rig pulled
up onto the beach

whilst the mob race
off and burn up some
of that ‘locked-down’

energy !



together as it doesn't fold down completely
and may still get in the way.

Fishermen might also consider fitting a few
factory fishing options - such as the transom
bait station/cutting board, berley bucket and
additional rod holders.

Handling And Performance
The 485 Beach Comber is fitted with the

Savage Ultra-lift hull bottom which combines
a moderate transom vee angle with wide,
flattened chines, and a finely angled forward
entry shape. 

The stem also has a gentle, or relaxed rake
angle to allow the hull to surf easily and
safely out of wave troughs. 

The design of the Ultra-lift hull is quite
conservative, but it works well in bay and
harbour chop, smoothing out the ride whilst
maintaining excellent stability and balance.

The test boat handled well during our test;
the hull responds eagerly to engine trim so
you can adjust the bow angle of attack
quickly to meet changing sea conditions.

Through tight turns and figure-eight
manoeuvres, the Beach Comber feels safe
and predictable, traits you need for social
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the port side console/fascia.
Opposite, the helm station has a roto-

moulded poly plastic dash and fascia with
just enough space for engine instruments
and a small/medium sized, flush-fitted fish
finder/GPS combination unit.

The sports steering wheel is well located
on the fascia, while the throttle is side-
mounted within easy reach nearby. The
position of both makes it possible to drive the
boat while standing up, but it is more
comfortable to control the boat while seated,
as you can tuck your legs comfortably under
the console in the recessed foot-well.

The rear cockpit is elevated one-step up
from the recessed floor at the helm,
stretching 2.1m aft to the transom. Behind
the two lift-out pedestal helm chairs there is
just over a metre of uncluttered, move-about
space.

As noted, side storage pockets stretch the
length of the cockpit and are ideal for
stowing deck lines, paddles, fishing gear etc.

Overhead the neatly rolled, extra wide side
coamings double as seats to compliment the
fold-down rear bench seat.

For serious fishing trips anglers might
consider removing the rear bench all Jeff’s Test Report continues on P.72

Runabouts don’t really get the attention they
deserve, but a well set-up bow-rider (like this 485
Beach Comber) has many endearing features.

SAVAGE 485
BEACH COMBER . . .



Above: The Merc 90 is ideal for this rig - taking
into account all the usual factors - purchase
price, performance potential, running costs,

longevity, resale (etc) so it doesn’t get any
better than this Mercury combined with the
smooth-sided Savage 485 Beach Comber.
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budget conscious boaters and fishermen. It
combines a comfortable, stable, forgiving hull
with a spacious interior with ample seating
and storage space. 

Package prices start at just $38k with a
Mercury 75hp four-stroke outboard engine
and a single axle alloy trailer. That's great
value in the current, Covid-19 driven market
where prices are elevated for just about
everything.

Our test boat package will set you back
about $45k - but it was spruced up with a
few options. They included the larger
Mercury 90hp motor, an entry model
Lowrance fish finder/GPS, a bimini with
front clears and envelope, deluxe bow
seat and back rest cushions, cockpit
table and base, ski pole, and an aft
boarding ladder.

AB
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tow-sports. 
The 485 Beach Comber is rated for

longshaft outboards between 70hp and
90hp. The smaller motor here will be okay for
fishing applications, but I'd be fitting the
maximum power motor for wake-boarding or
towing the kids about on tubes, etc. 

Paired with the 90hp Mercury, the 485
Beach Comber is pretty quick, accelerating
strongly from idle through to a wide open
throttle speed of 35 knots at 5,500rpm.

I was impressed with the EFI Mercury 90hp
too; it is smooth, quiet, and economical. 

At 3,500 rpm the fuel burn is just 13L/h
whilst cruising at 20 knots. At this speed the
boat has a range on 95% of the boat's 70L
fuel capacity of 102.3nm.

The Wrap
The Savage 485 Beach Comber is an

excellent family all-rounder, particularly for

SAVAGE 485
BEACH COMBER . . .
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AB
Australian Boating

is just $7.50 
per issue*

(or $45 for 6 bi-monthly
issues every year)  

Get a whole world of information, news and product
know-how about today’s very different world of

Australian boating, from some of the most widely
experienced fishing and boating writers in Australia. 

Hot property - stay on the pace with the AB
team! Covering all the developments taking
place in the world of electric outboards and

specialised  GPS-guided trolling motors,
available  for every situation - from yaks to

big, blue water sportfishing rigs. 

Serving Australian boatowners
since 1973, AB is today a full
digital production, delivered
across the internet, focused on
Australian’s abiding interest in a
diverse array of powerboats and
sailing craft of all shapes and
sizes. However, AB’s editorial
passion, integrity, experience 
and independence remains
unchanged.    Celebrating Our 48th Year Working With Australian Boatowners

Click On Pic To Start Video and
enlarge to suit your screen and
viewing taste. 

https://youtu.be/bEebg0XM3bY


Just $45.00 for 6bi-monthly issues*

Ninety years ago, one of the earliest boating
magazines in Australia, “The Australian Motor
Boat & Yachting” featured the renowned
Chapman “Pup” and the Super Four petrol
engines with details of the technology, costs,
engineering and various installations they’d seen
through this (1927) and previous years.

These ubiquitous “putt-putt” engines were
installed in countless clinker, carvel timber and
even the new fangled plywood  (gasp!) launches of
the day. All these 12’ 14’ 16’ and 18’ launches
formed the backbone of Australia’s pleasure
boating fleet, as the launches were available to
hire from boatsheds dotted around the coast of
(mainly) eastern and southern Australia. 

Even then, the boating trade relied upon the early
boating magazines for the latest info on the new
engines, woodworking tools, glues, paints and
finishes, starting a tradition that continues to this
very day. We can’t do it for ‘one shilling’ but we
do still provide the service to the trade and
recreational readers in both power and sail. 
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*Phone Orders: You can phone your order ( 6x bi-
monthly ABs @ $45 p.a., or 12x @ $84 over two
years ) through to Mary Webster (07) 5502 8233
during office hours for complete  security - and
usually be set-up within minutes with a unique
Subscriber number, and instant access to the
latest magazine(s) and the entire SEA Library.

What A Difference 
90 Years Makes!

Right now, our world of boating is changing faster than at any
other time in maritime history . . . sailing craft are regularly

travelling faster than the wind pushing them along, and 40 knots
under sail is becoming positively ho-hum. But the biggest change

of all  is the inevitable move right away from fossil fuels - a
development that will change the way we think about recreational

boating forever. And it’s not ‘coming soon’. It is happening, now. 
TORQEEDO’s New Product
Announcement

At the giant Dusseldorf Boat
Show in Germany back
in January 2019,
Torqeedo announced
game-changing 100kw
electric motors, specifically
designed in two versions - one
for slow reving displacement
craft - and the other for high
performance planning craft.

This is together with a suite of
new, high output batteries and an
array of electric outboards -
especially targeting yaks and small
craft.   Australian Boating is
currently working closely with a
number of e-manufacturers around
the world (and in Australia and
New Zealand) as we monitor all
the latest developments and 

Shown here is the basic Torqeedo ‘single’
setup with the new BMW developed
batteries.

Isn’t this awesome? This is
the new-age electric power

set-up for cruisers, 
yachts & eco-
tourism craft. 

e-product releases of 
interest  and potential for 

Australian boatowners. More 
than ever, you’ll want to stay in touch 

with these developments - and the best 
way to do that, is with your own personal 

subscription to AB! 

at www.australianboatmags.com.au

Australian Boat Mags Pty Ltd
ABN 34 167 221 114

35 Shannon Brook Grove, Oxenford 
Queensland 4210

P  (07) 5502 8233

E  subs@ausboatmags.com.au
W  www.australianboatmags.com.au
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Fishing Sydney’s Brown’s Mountain (& Reefs Everywhere!)

Yellowfin, Makos,
WWhheerree  DDooeess  IItt    Get Any Better?
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Report & Pics By Andrew Hestelow

Kings, Albies . . . . 
Where Does It  GGeett  AAnnyy  BBeetttteerr??

We don’t think there is a fisherman with a 
pulse who hasn’t dreamed of catching a big ooglie 

from the deep . . . but as the pandemic continues to 
frustrate fishos with its ever changing Rules, lock-downs 

and border hassles, fishermen from waters all over Australia need 
a fresh charge of enthusiasm and the inspiration to get out there,

ASAP - so we decided to re-run this absolute classic report written and
produced by Sydney-based tackle guru Andrew Hestelow some years ago,

which quickly became one of the most popular features we have EVER
published in AB/F&B. And whilst Andy was writing about his beloved

Brown Mountains off south 
Sydney, the tackle, the

techniques, and the 
excitment - applies 
all over Australia! . 
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It’s A Long Way Out . . . 
If you’ve never fished deep water, your first trip

to Browns should be on a charter boat. There are
two good options out of Sydney, being Ambition
and Sea Lord. Ivan from Ambition is a tuna
specialist who regularly scores large yellowfin
and bluefin for his clients off Sydney each
season. Sea Lord is a bit more cosmopolitan;
they also fish the bottom with electric reels

Firstly, the boat. Browns is 21.5 nautical miles
on a 110 degree bearing from the South Head of
Sydney Harbour. That’s a long way. I’m not going
to rule in or out any type of boat, and have seen
people out there in tiller steered tinnies operating
quite safely. But note – they were experienced,
the boat and engine was in perfect order, and the
seas were dead flat.  The key is to be prepared
for anything that might eventuate. 

Make sure all your safety gear is spot on, your
radio is checked and your crew is capable of a  

Browns Mountain: Where
Does It Get Any Better?

Andrew Hestelow (author of this report) with a
typical albacore (often fairly described as the
‘chicken of the sea because it is ssooo good to
eat) and 
BELOW: David Bellamy with a prime yellowfin,
one of the hardest fighting fish in the sea. 
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Right: Darryl with a magnificent
yellowfin capture - you don’t
catch tuna of this calibre unless
you are in pretty good physical
shape, and your gear is tuned to
perfection - especially the drag.
If there is the faintest glitch  or
hesitation in it, the yellowfin
angler will kiss the ‘fin goodbye
long before it starts the 
famous desperate final lunge . . .
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Above: There’s a lot to study in
this pic, but especially how the
kidney harness is working so well
in conjunction with the gimballed
rod bucket out front  - leaving the
angler nicely balanced, using his
own bodyweight as a cantilever
against the huge pull of the tuna
on the rod. 
(It all looks pretty simple, right?
Wait until you have to do it for an
hour or so, pitching around the
seaway in a relatively small boat! )

Left: More excellent imagery and
discrimination on Andrew’s
Lowrance, this time showing mid-
water albacore at Browns. 

Left: The classic rig using
barracouta or gemfish - all of
which will pull makos up from the
deep at the right time of the year.
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full day offshore. Check your batteries with a
multimeter and monitor your water separator
regularly. If you break down out there it’s possible
the Water Police will not come out to help until
hours after dark, by which point you will be very
cold. So pack a warm top, a beanie and of
course, a good rain jacket. 

Log on with Marine Rescue before departure,
and do a radio check. It’s a very good idea to
take a back-up hand held VHF radio, too. Make
sure you have plenty of reserve fuel because if a
hard westerly arrives, it’s a long wet trip home. 

If you have a breakdown, ascertain whether it’s
repairable ASAP. If not, call Marine Rescue on
your VHF who will most likely organise a tow
from the NSW Water Police. 

One thing to mention about that option: The
Water Police base is near the Sydney Harbour
Bridge, a long way from Browns.  So if you have
a break down in the morning and need a tow, call
it in as soon as possible.  Mid-afternoon could
mean a long wait in the dark. 

Most of all, be mentally prepared to turn back if
conditions deteriorate to marginal on the way out.
There will always be another opportunity.

Best Times
When to go? In early June – usually – Sydney

gets a protracted period of calm weather. Smog
builds up over the city and greenies phone in to
radio stations, demanding a reduction in car
numbers. That’s a good time for your first run.
Check the weather online, using as many sites

as  possible, to confirm a stable weather forecast
of calm seas for the following 18 hours. Leave
your VHF on all day, because should a storm be
moving up the coast you will often get advance
warning, from stations down at Kiama or
Wollongong. 

Don’t take anyone with you who gets seasick or
has to be back by a specific time, because you
may have a late bite and you won’t want to pull
the pin on that. For your first few trips, make sure
you are back inside the Heads before dark.
There are plenty of hazards en route which are
hostile to night navigation - including trap buoys,
large pieces of flotsam and of course, the ever
growing number of whales.

It’s always a good idea to break up the trip with
a jigging session en route – either Twelve Mile
Reef, if leaving from Sydney, or the Peak if
departing from Botany Bay. If the kingfish are on
fire, you may not want to go any further! 

We usually spend about an hour over the 100
metre reefs then pack everything away, and
proceed to the Mountain. Keep your eye out for
temp breaks, current lines, schools of striped

Above:  For many years recreational anglers didn’t
know much about gemfish, especially as the specie
was badly knocked about (unwittingly, largely) by
the pros before better management practices came
onto the scene.   These days, as fishos travel
further afield into deeper water, gemfish have
resumed their rightful place as one of the best
(table) ocean fish we have. 
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Left: The grin says it all -
beautiful deepwater blue eye

hauled up off Sydney’s
Browns Mountain by Stephen

Weaver. To fish where this
beast came from requires a

massive commitment in
fishing skill, boat preparation,

and a large degree of luck to
cope with vagaries of the

weather right out wide.  



tuna and birds as you cross the 80 fathom line.
That’s a fish rich spot.

Browns Mountain is not a mountain at all. Its
shape is roughly like a canted table, with the
highest corner being the south-west and the
deeper water to the north-east. On arrival you will
see a cluster of boats, usually on the south-west
corner, and sometimes a commercial Steber
surrounded by orange floats.  These are his drop
lines, stay clear of  them. Knock the boat into
neutral and zoom your plotter, to determine the
rate and direction of drift. Drift is affected by many 

factors, including the design of the boat’s
superstructure and the amount of hull in the
water.

Tackle & Techniques
Drift  can be reduced by deploying a sea

anchor, although the sea anchor can get in the
way of fishing, at times. We often find ours worth
the extra bother. Ours is made in Australia by 
John Hayden, contact him on
haydenj@dodo.com.au
if you want more details. While you’re checking
your boat’s drift rate, have a good look around
the boat to the horizon. See any albatross
clusters?

When fish drop off the hooks on the way up,
they often float to the surface. Once there, the
albatross find them. If you move quickly, you can
sometimes pick up a nice blue eye cod or
gemfish before you’ve even put a line in the
water. But get over to it fast because an albatross
beak can do a lot of damage.   

You’re now ready to start fishing. What to start
targeting? Back when I was totally focused on
yellowfin I was fishing with a predominately
young crew. Some of them uni students, and still
living at home. We never fished the bottom so if
the tuna weren’t there, we would return empty
handed. This resulted in long faces and a

severely depressed crew, before I got the
message. Now, we start every trip with a bottom
fishing session. Once we have a chiller bag full of
prime table fish, it’s amazing how everyone’s
mood lifts. 

Electric reels are the way to go. We use a big
powerful one, based around an 80-wide game
reel. It holds 1000 metres of 200-pound braid. 

Forget toy electric reels from eBay; at Browns
you want all the power you can get. On the end
of the braid we attach a three metre 150-pound
mono leader, with two droppers terminating with

10/0 circle
hooks. 

Circle hooks
are needed
because it’s
such a long
way to the
surface for a
hooked fish,
and you don’t
want a drop-
off half way.
You must
have a good
hook set, to

ensure your fish make it to the boat. A lumo bead
is mounted just above each hook. Sinker is a 4-
pound teardrop weight. When the gemfish are
really on, no bait is needed. They will hook up on
the glow bead alone. But most times, our bait is
just half a pilchard. Surprisingly small, but we
have found them very effective. The pilchard is
cut in half and the point of the hook is entered
directly between the eyes.

If the size  of the hook matches the pilchard,
the hook point will come up beneath the lower
jaw, and keep the mouth closed on the long trip
to the bottom. Squid and tuna strips work too but
remember, big baits will increase drag, meaning a
longer sink time. We find getting to the bottom as
fast as possible is the key, particularly when
current or wind is moving the boat quickly. 

Forget lead sinker substitutes like bulldozer
track pins, window sash weights, bricks, and
reinforcing rods. Unless you’re out there for the
bottom fishing alone. If that’s the case, big baits
and sash weights aren’t a problem and jigs are
quite effective, too. But for us, the idea is to get
down quick, hook up quick, and get our catch to
the top as soon as possible. 

Note that an electric reel is not essential, if
you’re comfortably set up with a bucket and
kidney harness.
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This is the 
big 80W wide 
electric reel 
available from 
Andrew’s on-line shop
www.downriggershop.com.au 
for $1,200, including 1000 metres
of 200lb PE braid. 



Okay - Let’s Get Out There
Pack up the deepwater gear and clear the

decks. It’s time to start gamefishing.
The primary target in winter time is yellowfin

tuna. This species alone warrants a long article,
but for this exercise we’ll stick to the basics. They
can be caught on jigs and trolled lures but we find
the most successful methods are cubing, and live
bait.

Forget using your heavy jig spin outfit, for
yellowfin. The tuna shake their heads countless
times during a fight and, with braid having no
stretch, every shake widens the hook hole in their
jaw.  In August 2011 one of our crew lost a very
good yellowfin in view of the boat that way. His
AMJ jig rod and Stella 20000 reel loaded with 80
was more than powerful enough, but had no
shock absorption capability. Get yourself a good
game reel, loaded with at least 500 metres of 50-

pound mono. Change the line
regularly. Get the reel serviced,
whenever it gets a solid workout.
Set drag to 25% of line strength if
you’re new to tuna fishing, rather
than 30%. To boat a good one
you need everything going for
you. Ninety percent of the

preparation should be done at home. 
Keep the deck clear of clutter and have

everything needed for the fight near to hand – a
fixed gaff, fighting belt, kidney harness and a
camera to record the event.

Cut your pilchards into three pieces, and drop
one piece over the side at a time. Ensure that the
next piece is dropped over as soon as the
previous one disappears from view.

The key to successful cubing is to be regular,
with the cubes. If you’re the skipper and the crew
member cubing is losing concentration, ask
someone else to do it or take over, yourself. If the
cube trail stops, the tuna go elsewhere. 

Strip back your bait in the normal way and,
when you judge it’s far enough back, leave it out
there for two to three minutes. Then give the rod
a big rip to dislodge the bait, wind in and start
again. If you wind the bait all the way back in you

can end up with horribly twisted
line. 

Live bait is also a good option.
This tuna from the 2009 season
took a small yellowtail, fished way
back.

When the yellowfin arrive, you’ll
know. Mostly, one will pick up a
bait and run with it. But every so
often a fish will pass through the
baits, and come to the boat to be
fed.

The first sign of their arrival is a
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Classic rig for deep, deep water - the circle hooks are mandatory to
recover the fish from great depths - and (below) the virtually
universal pilly  rig is good, but 
many anglers prefer to 
run the hook through 
the eye socket 
AND secure it 
with the rubber 
band - it’s 
gotta go a 
long  way 
down!

Left: Holy toledo, Batman - that
mako has gone ballistic - and
crikey, all you can do is hang on
like never before, and work your
butt (and wrists) off to keep that line
taut . . good luck!



giant circular swirl on top of the water, as they
turn and dive after taking a free cube. 

That’s a heart stopping moment and signals
excitement ahead. But don’t assume that once
they arrive they’ll be sitting just off the transom
forever. 

They can depart just as unexpectedly as they
appear. In my view, it’s best to have as many of
the crew hooked up as possible, even though that
can present problems with crossed lines and the
like. If only one angler hooks up, and that fish is
subsequently lost, it may be your only chance of
the day.   

We use 80-pound fluorocarbon for trace
material and a small crimp, for attaching the hook.
If fish are in the trail but won’t take your bait, cut
off the leader and fish 50-pound mono straight
through. 

Somewhat risky but a fish on the hook is worth
ten in the trail. While cubing for yellowfin you can
also jig, for albacore. Recently I cleaned up the
pictures file on my computer, and was amazed to
realise how many we catch at Browns. All sizes,
from two kilos to fourteen kilos.

They love jigs and will also take a pilchard cube.
Their huge black eye denotes them as a
deepwater squid hunter and, if your sounder is
correctly set, you will often mark them deep under
the boat. 

Drop a jig down to say, 200 metres, and work it
back to the boat. If you hook up everyone should
grab their jig outfits and drop down too, because
where there’s one, there’s often a hundred. 

Right: Hell - some people choose strange bedfellows,
but this must take the cake! You’d want to be utterly
convinced that big mako was well and truly off with

the fairies before you laid down beside it in a very
small boat ! Makos are renowned  for ‘coming back to

life’  HOURS after they were captured . . .
Below Right: This is better - young Chris with a ripper

‘fin he’ll remember catching for years - top work,
young man, a mighty capture. 

Below: Yeah - but you should have seen the gaff
before they straightened it!
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Hey - this is what deepwater
fishing is all about - a superb

blue eye cod, surely one of
the tastiest fish to ever grace
a dinner table - but catching

‘em this big requires no little
skill, a lot of patience, and

either a very strong back - or
a 12v winch.

Here’s the thing -  if you
haven’t invested the reddies
into a 12v winch system yet,

make sure you talk it over
with Andy’s team at the

Downrigger Shop before you
put out the big bucks on the

electrics - these guys have
done more  deepwater
fishing than just about
anybody in the tackle

business in Oz, and their
‘hands-on’ advice and

experience is priceless.  



87Australian Boating

Every so often they go crazy and swarm in the
burley trail just behind the prop but mostly, they
hang deep. One thing we have noticed is that we
quite often jig an albacore straight after coming off
the plane and stopping the boat. It’s almost as
though they come over for a look at what’s arrived
in their backyard.  

Albacore are both the most unpredictable and
the most underfished species at Browns. With a
good sounder you can see them marking in the
water column, often very deep. 

Last but not least is the mighty mako. Mako
sharks infest Browns during the winter. 

They follow the gemfish spawning run and
reach a peak in numbers around early August.
Some fishos hate them. We love them and often
target them specifically. 

These powerful blue water sharks are probably
the number two predator in oceans world wide,
second only to killer whales. The gemfish schools
on Browns Mountain are of course a spawning
aggregation, meaning that milt and eggs wash
miles downstream, in the current. 

That attracts makos in big numbers. In 2011
one of our clients caught a 75 kilo mako, which
he decided to keep, for the table. On opening up
it was found to contain four six kilo gemfish,
packed in its gut cavity like sardines. Meaning
one third of its gross body weight was the fish in
its stomach. 

A few items to mention, when fishing for mako
sharks. Firstly, the terminal tackle. The way to go
is with a 14/0 circle hook attached to a short
length of nylon coated wire cable, maybe 1-
1.5metres. Cut a 3-metre piece of 400 or
600-pound mono, wrap it around the last 50cms
of the wire trace, and double crimp it. 

The benefits of this outfit is that, if you want to
cut the shark off at the end of the fight you just
reach over and slash the mono with a knife.

The circle hook will be pinned in the corner of
the jaw, rather than in the stomach where it could
kill the shark. An infection will start happening at
that point, and grow until the circle hook falls out. 

Being able to quickly cut a mono trace is so
much better than wiring the fish, while you break
out the bolt cutters. They can do a lot of damage
to your gel coat or paint, when thrashing next to
the boat. 

A mako fight usually starts with the ratchet
clicking in the usual way as the fish picks up your
bait. Depending on the speed with which it’s
moving off, slide up the ratchet to strike to bring
the hook back up the throat and ping it at the

corner of the jaw. 
Have the camera ready to go because at that

point the mako will often jump two or three times
and the resulting photo or video will make happy
memories for everyone aboard. 

After a couple of jumps they might crash dive at
which point those unfamiliar with them start to
panic at the way the speed at which the spool is
emptying. On 25% drag you should be okay, but if
more than half the spool empties maybe back it
off a little. The crash dive is good because they
burn off a lot of energy in that panicked run and
with makos you want them to burn off all the
energy they’ve got. 

Get the angler comfortable with a correctly fitted
rod bucket and back harness. Both of these items
should be adjusted to fit the angler who is on
strike well before a bait goes in the water. If that’s
been forgotten you may end up getting way too
cosy with another crew member:

If you want to keep a mako for the table, best to
take a small one. The flesh has a white tendon on
the outside in parts so trim that off, during the
cleaning process. It’s chewy and spoils the taste.
To boat one you will need gardening gauntlets
and heavy gaffs.  

Since the ban on foreign long lining came in,
and with the increase in gemfish and southern
blue fin numbers, the mako population is
increasing at an amazing rate. There’s nothing
wrong with taking one for the table each trip. If
you keep your target fish for that purpose under
100 kilos the big breeder mommas will keep
producing. If you haven’t caught one before, start
with a really small one as your first keeper. 

They are a very unpredictable creature and
sometimes come to the boat as docile as a lamb,
which lulls everyone aboard into a false sense of
security. At other times they are absolutely
demented. 

Makos can represent a danger to the crew if not
subdued, by either being exhausted from the fight
or by the use of a heavy club, when boatside. 

AB 
Andrew Hestelow
M.D., Tackle specialist for specialists’ tackle, 
http://www.downriggershop.com
Tel. 0402075000
Fishing and angling politics reports
100+ videos on Youtube
https://www.instagram.com/downrigger_shop/

Best link: - straight in to Andy’s tackle world: Cut and paste in one line - PW
https://downriggershop.com/products/downrigger?mc_cid=45e8589d75&mc_eid=14e99857fa



As well as state-of-the-art amenity, passengers will
be offered a high level of comfort. Motions have
been reduced with the latest iteration of Incat
Crowther’s proven hull form, coupled with an
operation-specific centre bow design. A retractable
centre T-foil will also be used to smooth the ride,
whilst an isolated superstructure provides ultra-quiet
passenger spaces.

Eleanor Roosevelt has capacity for 450 cars and
1200 passengers. The main vehicle deck has a height
clearance of 4.85m, affording 500 lane metres of
truck capacity.

The Incat Crowther 123 Dual-Fuel Ro-Pax is
powered by a quartet of Wartsila 16V31DF main
engines. Each of these engines produces 8800kW and
drives a Wartsila LJX 1500 waterjet.

Eleanor Roosevelt builds on Incat Crowther and
Astilleros Armon’s capability to offer a quality
European-built option for fast ro-pax operators.
AB

The world’s first very large catamaran Ro-Pax
ferry powered by dual-fuel reciprocating engines
has entered service.

The Incat Crowther 123 Eleanor Roosevelt was
built in Europe by the partnership of Spanish
shipyard Astilleros Armon, designer Incat Crowther,
and vessel operator Baleària. The Incat Crowther 123
demonstrates fresh thinking in the sector with its
highly customised design and raft of new technology.

As well as a design developed to address the
operator’s specific conditions and requirements,
Eleanor Roosevelt validates a new local market
option for European operators seeking aluminium
ships of large size and complexity. Efficiently built
by Astilleros Armon at its Gijon shipyard in Spain
using modern, modular construction techniques, the
vessel demonstrates a high level of technical
capability, capacity and superb build quality.

The operator Baleària has been innovative in
introducing LNG power plants to their fleet,
pioneering agreements with fuel and machinery
suppliers. Liquefied natural gas is one of the fossil
fuels least damaging to the environment. Its use
reduces CO2 emissions by 30%, NOx by 35% and
eliminates sulfur and other particulates.The use of
LNG fuel combined with Incat Crowther's latest-
generation hull form offers relatively low fuel
consumption for a vessel of this size.

Interesting interior fitout spaces developed by
Oliver Design of Spain are divided into dedicated
zones and offer facilities such as multiple bars, a
market and a food court, kindergarten and outdoor
terrace. There are also kennels to allow travellers to
bring their pets, with kennel monitoring via a smart
phone app, and electric vehicle charging stations.
Boarding is by way of QR codes on passengers’
mobile devices, whilst high-speed Wi-Fi is available
throughout the vessel.
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New Hi-Tech 
Crowther Cat 
- Working The 
Spanish Main!
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Click On Pic To Start Video, and
enlarge to suit your screen size or

viewing preferences R/T 5:59. 

‘Balearia’ in early sea trials and handover . . . . (An exc., interesting video -PW)

https://youtu.be/yd_nutKJUe0


Sydney 20.12.21 

Peak Aussie Seafood Body Welcomes
New Free Trade Agreement with the
U.K. 

Seafood Industry Australia (SIA), the
national peak-body representing Australia’s
commercial seafood industry, has welcomed
the announcement of the Australia-UK free
trade agreement as the industry works to
diversify their markets. 

“This announcement marks a period of
renewed growth and opportunity for the
Australian seafood industry, and we look forward
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Festival Of Sails Finally Back In 2022 -
Celebrating The Reunion

After a two-year Covid-related hiatus,
Victoria’s historic Festival of Sails will be
roaring back into life from Saturday,
January 22 to Wednesday, January 26,
2022.

Australia’s oldest sporting event and the
biggest keel boat regatta in the southern
hemisphere, the event was first held in 1844 and
the 2022 event will mark the 179th running of the
iconic Melbourne to Geelong Passage Race
which is expected to attract up to 250 entries. 

According to Festival of Sails Chair, Roger
Bennett, the 2022 event is shaping up to be a
very welcome reunion for more than 2,000
competitors and sailing enthusiasts from all over
Australia.

“The past couple of years have been extremely
difficult for major events and we have been
understandably frustrated by not being able to
deliver Geelong’s much-loved event,” he said.

“While the 2022 event will look a little different,
we’re delighted to be back out sailing and racing
and importantly, welcoming the public back into
Geelong to celebrate the long weekend.”

With the ongoing impacts of restrictions related
to COVID-19, this year the organisers have
made the difficult decision to revise the traditional
Waterfront Festival and replace it in 2022 with a
sponsored live music and entertainment program
in venues across Geelong’s CBD. 

“This year will be all about the reunion and
getting people back together and as part of that,
we’re delighted to be sponsoring some of our key
live music venues in Geelong and encouraging
people to come into Geelong over the festival
period and celebrate by supporting local artists
and local venues,” said Mr Bennett. 

“Of course, we’re looking forward to getting
back to our traditional Waterfront Festival,
hopefully for the following year in January 2023!”

Competition will be fast and furious on the
water with the 2022 event featuring the high-
performance sport boats Melges 24 National
Championships, the Double Handed Victorian
Championships, the Victorian Sailing League, the
Sailing Champions League and the Deakin
Cadet Championships.

SnapShot Of The Industry @ 30/6/21
A national snapshot for the year ending

30 June 2021 is as follows:
n The marine industry had a turnover

of $8.835bn (up 11% on last year)
n Direct employment was 27,630 with

many thousands more in associated
businesses (up 9%)
n There are more than 2100 active

boating industry businesses (up 5%)
n There were more than 920,000

registered boats, countless non-powered
watercraft
n More than 2.5 million Australians

held a boat licence
n There were approximately 18,500

new boats registered during the year
Source: medianet for the BIA



to building strong and vibrant relationships with
our UK customers,” SIA CEO Veronica Papacosta
said. 

“Last Friday (AU-time), prime ministers Scott
Morrison and Boris Johnson signed an ‘in-
principle’ trade deal between Australia and the
United Kingdom. This landmark deal will
guarantee tariff-free, quota-free access to the UK
market for Australian seafood products.

“As an industry we have been working hard
over the past two years to diversify our markets to
ensure we have a resilient export strategy. This
announcement provides a significant leap forward
in market access which is welcomed by the
industry. 

“Importantly, there will be an elimination of tariffs
on entry into force (EIF)  including those on all fin-
fish and, the 12% tariff on fresh and frozen rock
lobster. The remaining tariffs will be eliminated
over three years. 

“Our Great Australian Seafood producers will
now have access to more than 65 million UK
consumers who value our safe, sustainably
produced Great Australian Seafood. While UK
consumers will have access to some of the
greatest seafood in the world. 

“Australia is a world leader in sustainable
fisheries management. For the eighth consecutive
year our Commonwealth-managed fisheries have
been given the tick of sustainability. This is
something our commercial fishers are very proud
of, and is unprecedented internationally. Coupled
with our aquaculture sector who provide fresh,
high-quality seafood, year-round – Australian
seafood is one of the best managed, healthiest
and most sustainable protein sources in the
world.

“We applaud Trade Minister Dan Tehan and our
negotiation team on an improved set of market
access outcomes. The UK deal will create new
and needed opportunities for Australia’s seafood
producers in a high-value market. The Coalition
has provided unwavering support for the
Australian seafood industry throughout the
COVID-19 economic crisis. SIA, on behalf of our
members and the entire Australian seafood
industry, extends thanks to all parties who worked
hard to action this deal which will help keep
Australian seafood businesses and jobs afloat,
and put our Great Australian Seafood on UK
tables.
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“We’d also like to acknowledge the hard work of
Seafood Trade Advisory Group, the Seafood
Export Consultative Committee and all members
of the Australian seafood industry who have
worked tirelessly with the government to help
secure this deal.” 

GCMarine To Build Marina In Fiji
Fresh from redeveloping the marina at the

iconic Marina Mirage on the Gold Coast’s
Broadwater, marine construction company
GCMarine is setting sail to the South Pacific
with a major contract for a superyacht marina
in Fiji

Based on the Gold Coast, GCMarine has been
contracted to design, supply and install a full turn-
key marina for Fiji Nawi Island off the
fast-developing tourist hotspot of Savusavu.

Under the $8.9 million build contract, the marina
will be constructed on the Gold Coast then
transported to Fiji where it is expected to be a
major attraction for the burgeoning array of
superyachts that have taken to the seas amid a
boom in the multi-billion-dollar global luxury boat
industry.

GCMarine Managing Director Matt Browning
said the floating components of the marina would
be manufactured at the Gold Coast and then
shipped to Fiji where staff who had relocated to
the island nation would complete the installation.

He said the 130-berth marina, including 17
superyacht berths, had been designed to handle
a Category 5 Cyclone and included all the
amenities of a world-class facility.

“Freight and shipping to get from Australia to Fiji
and then on to the other Fiji island has been quite
a challenge, however local Fiji companies
welcome the project and have been a pleasure to
deal with so far,” Browning said.

“With Fiji being known for cyclones, it was
imperative for the success of the project that a
system was chosen to be able to be adapted for
the climate there.”

Browning said the GCMarine system could be
built anywhere in the world. The company had
also completed projects in Papua New Guinea,
Malaysia, Indonesia and New Zealand as well as
across Australia.

However, it was the Marina Mirage
development that bolstered the Gold Coast
company’s profile, elevating its international



homes or 50 per cent of the electricity required
for the site and puts the City of Gold Coast at the
forefront of investment in innovative civic
infrastructure that contributes to large-scale clean
energy production.

As well as the power-generating panels, the
hub has 444 kilowatts of battery storage.

It also includes cogeneration power systems to
assist with heating the pool and that can be used
as a backup in the event of a power outage or
grid failure.

Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate said the project set
a new benchmark for sustainability initiatives in
an integrated aquatic, sports, community and
recreation hub.

The systems in place at the new Pimpama
Sports Hub also mean power can continue to
flow to the site even during a disaster,
contributing to the Gold Coast’s readiness for
storm season.

“This project has been a significant contributor
to keeping the Gold Coast moving, boosting jobs
for locals and injecting more than $161
million into the local economy,” Mayor
Tate said.

“With the population of the northern
Gold Coast expected to double by 2036,
these facilities will improve the liveability
of the region by providing much-need
sporting and community amenities close
to home.”

The $94 million investment in the city’s
north is the Gold Coast’s largest ever civic
infrastructure project. The cutting-edge
project is expected to draw more than
750,000 people in its first year.

Continued From Page 93
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credentials as demand continued to grow globally
during the Covid health crisis, he said.

The Marina Mirage project included
decommissioning, demolishing and removing the
77-berth marina, before designing and
constructing the new marina that was completed
and handed over in October. (Below)

“Having such an iconic project under our belt
put GCMarine on a global scale as marina
manufacturers with the in-house ability to design,
develop and also deliver these projects,” he said.

“Our clients like that we are able to carry out
the project from concept to completion.”

He said the growing reputation of the Gold
Coast Marine Precinct, Australia’s premier
boating hub housing 110 luxury boat and marina
facility manufacturers on the shores of the Gold
Coast’s Coomera River, was behind the
acceleration of the local industry. Austrade and
the Fiji High Commission had also supported the
Nawi Island project, he said.

“Export projects are vital for the health of the
marine industry.  With Covid, everything stopped
so suddenly, but as we move through Covid the
marine industry is thriving.”

Gold Coast Sports Complex Powered By
(Solar) Renewable Systems
Friday, December 17, Gold Coast, QLD

Australia’s first sports and community hub
designed to be 100 per cent energy self-
sufficient will has opened on the Gold Coast
featuring almost 2000 solar panels to
generate clean electricity.

The 1924 panels at Pimpama Sports Hub will
generate enough renewable energy to power 100



Its power-generating capacity is a major boost
to the city’s Virtual Power Plant, which already
harnesses solar energy from more than 47 city
buildings. The Gold Coast has around 3.3MW
solar PV system capacity, saving ratepayers
around $400,000 a year in energy costs.

The latest solar boost eclipses one of the Gold
Coast’s largest existing clean energy-generating
installations at a sporting hub which is the 312-
kilowatt system at the Gold Coast Aquatic
Centre that was completed as the swimming and
diving facility for the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games.

The 14-hectare Pimpama site includes a state-
of-the-art aquatic centre as well as netball courts,
tennis courts and a community hall.

The 12 netball courts are equipped with lights
and audio and have been endorsed by netball’s
state governing body, Netball Queensland.

The tennis centre boasts eight competition-
standard courts while the aquatic centre features
five pools including a 50-metre outdoor pool, a
25-metre indoor pool, learn-to-swim pool, a warm
water pool, and a water play pool.

The community centre, with a main hall that
can host meeting rooms and a dance studio, is
designed to also function as an off-grid
evacuation centre in major emergency situations.

There is also a new community park, shaded
playground and picnic facilities, walking, running
and cycling trails, and an events space that can
cater for 3000 patrons.

Fitting with the sustainability focus of the
development and the city’s increasing push
towards clean energy, the Pimpama Sports Hub
hosts six chargers for electric vehicles.

Part of the network of 10 fast-charging stations

installed across the Gold Coast and offset by
solar power generation, the stations at Pimpama
Sports Hub are 75kW Tritium RTM75 fast-
charging stations that support CHAdeMO
(Nissan) and CCS2 (Tesla, Mercedes, BMW,
Volvo, Hyundai/Kia, Renault) connections.

The new wave 75kW DC fast chargers deliver
75km of range to an electric vehicle within 10
minutes of charging and are cornerstones of
Queensland’s Electric Super Highway of 31 fast-
charging sites that enable travel from
Coolangatta to Cairns in a low or zero emissions
electric vehicle.

savvy navvy Marks 2021 As Record
Growth Year 

Marine technology company savvy navvy
marks a record year by smashing its global
user growth target of its navigation app for
boaters, alongside new technical innovations
and establishing leading industry
partnerships. 

Setting out to simplify boating technology, UK-
based savvy navvy has gone from strength to
strength since launching just four years ago. 

Constantly innovating its technology based on
user feedback, savvy navvy has launched
dozens of new major app features this year. 

“We’re constantly evolving and making
changes based on user feedback in order to get
more people out on the water enjoying boating.
This year has been our biggest yet. Working
directly with our end-users to hear their views
has enabled us to make a better product that
meets the market demand to simplify boating
navigation,” says Jelte Liebrand, CEO & Founder
of savvy navvy. 

Jelte, also believes that partnerships are at the
core of industry innovation. This year alone savvy
navvy’s partnerships have increased ten-fold now
covering each of its global regions, including
everything from marinas, products and specialist
boat insurers.

“Our vision from the outset has been for savvy
navvy to be in every boater’s pocket. With what
lies ahead in 2022, we are certainly expecting to
come increasingly closer to that goal,” says Jelte
Liebrand.        

To find out more visit   www.savvy-navvy.com

AB
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Now Just $45.00 for 6 big bi-monthly issues*

If you are working in the boating industry, and you are not reading
Australian Boating (AB) every issue, it is going to get harder and
harder to keep up in the months ahead - and stay ahead of your

own customers. Get 6 BIG bi-monthly issues of the trusted power
and sail AB now for just $45*and stay ‘on the pace’ with the

major marine developments here and overseas. 

at www.australianboatmags.com.au or ‘Phone (07) 5502 8233

( BTW, if you build boats, make or import marine products, working with the AB
Team is a no-brainer. Boat Shows and Social Media certainly have their place, but

neither has the enduring credibility, the technical reach or spatial capacity to display
and promote products 365 days a year like we can, for surprisingly little cost.) 

**Or the $84 alternative, with 12 bi-monthly issues over two years. 
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2 December 2021
Olympic gold medalists Hannah Mills

MBE (GBR) and Eilidh McIntyre (GBR)
were voted female 2021 Rolex World
Sailor of the Year on Thursday 2
December in a virtual ceremony streamed
live from the Royal Yacht Squadron in
Cowes, UK. 

Australia's Tom Slingsby has won the
male 2021 Rolex World Sailor of the Year
in celebration of his achievements in
three competitive classes over the past
two years.

Mills and McIntyre claimed gold in Tokyo in
the 470 class, a victory which made Mills the
most successful female Olympic sailor of all
time. This was her second Olympic gold,

repeating her victory from Rio 2016 with her
new partner. McIntyre won her first gold
medal in Tokyo and followed in the footsteps
of her father, Michael, who won gold at the
1988 Games in Seoul. The pair received
37% of the votes, making them the clear
choice for this year's female Rolex World
Sailor of the Year award.

Tom Slingsby secured 29% of the votes
after defending his Moth World
Championship, winning 13 of the 14 races,
securing back-to-back 2019 and 2021 title
wins. He has also set the standard in the
global SailGP circuit, earning the season 1
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Rolex Sailors of the Year
Mens and Womens Winners Announced

by World Sailing 3 Dec 10:15 AEDT

Women's 470 Gold for Hannah Mills and Eilidh
McIntyre (GBR) at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Sailing
Competition © Sailing Energy / World Sailing



title as Team CEO and Skipper of
TeamAustralia, which is also currently top of
the series leaderboard with just two events
remaining in season 2. He capped a
fantastic year on the water by being part of
the crew of 'Comanche', winners of the 2021
Rolex Middle Sea Race.

A record-breaking 40,000 votes were cast
this year to honour the achievements of
sailors across all disciplines.

Speaking live at the awards ceremony,
Hannah Mills, who is also a sustainability
ambassador for the International Olympic
Committee said, "I am completely blown
away. The line up this year was absolutely
incredible. I am so proud of Eilidh for
everything she put into this Olympic
campaign, she was the absolute best
teammate. I am really honoured. 

I feel privileged to be a female in sailing
right now, there are so many opportunities
out there. I really hope to be a part of forging
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Tom Slingsby (AUS) 2021 International Moth
World Championship - Lake Garda, Italy -
September 2021 - photo © Martina Orsini

the pathway for female sailors of today and
for the future. It is inspirational to be part of a
federation like World Sailing who take
sustainability so seriously and I feel so lucky
to be involved in such an amazing sport."

Eilidh McIntyre added, "I just want to say
thank you to Hannah, and everyone for
voting for us and for all of your support. We
wouldn't be here without all of the amazing
women pushing us."

Tom Slingsby said, "This is a huge honour
for me. Thank you to everyone who voted. 

I remember when I was 15 years old, I
wrote down my career goals and it was to
win the Olympic Gold medal, win the
America's Cup and win World Sailor of the
Year. 

I am very fortunate, this is the second time
I have won the World Sailor of the Year
award. I am so lucky to be in the position I
am and to get these amazing opportunities. 

Congratulations to all the other guys, there
were some unbelievable sailors nominated
this year.
AB
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The 30.5 metre (100 foot) maxi
yacht Black Jack, owned by Peter

Harburg and skippered by Mark
Bradford, secured Line Honours at

the 76th Rolex Sydney Hobart
Yacht Race

Rolex Sydney
Hobart Yacht

Race 2021



Ichi Ban Wins For The Third Time
The number one racing boat in Australia

was declared overall winner of the Rolex
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race for a third time,
Matt Allen’s TP52, Ichi Ban, this morning
announced the 2021 winner, so will yet again
have its name engraved on the Tattersall Cup.

Allen, a member of the Australian Olympic
Committee and immediate past president of
Australian Sailing, launched Ichi Ban in late
December 2017. It has paid him back time and
again.  

Some of the highlights include a line and
overall double in the Newcastle Bass Island Race
(its first race) in 2017; then overall wins in the
Rolex Sydney Hobart in 2017 and 2019 with a
raft of other major victories in between, leading to
this latest victory.  

"This is a time we will never forget. I have a mix
of young, old and wise crew. It was a great
opportunity for the guys who worked so
hard," said Allen, who also won the race as crew
for Lou Abrahams on Challenge in 1983.

"To win with Ichi Ban a third time is
unbelievable. It’s always better, ideally, not to go
into the room to decide," the yachtsman said,
referring to two protests against Sam Haynes’

Celestial (including one from Ichi Ban),which
finished with a better time but received a penalty
in the protest room and so placed second overall
to Allen’s boat.

"Rules are a critical part of our sport," Allen
said. "But we had a great neck-and-neck race
with Celestial – all the way to Hobart. I completely
understand why they would be upset. It was
certainly a tussle between the two of us and
Quest, until Quest dropped off the back and it
was just us and Celestial.

"I was confident one or the other of us would
win. We knew the predicted second southerly
wouldn’t arrive, and that helped us," Allen
acknowledged. "We knew we’d have our ups and
downs, but I always thought we had a chance.
We pushed the whole way. It’s the toughest
Hobart since 2014 – and it was tough."

Realising he and Ichi Ban would join two greats
of sailing in winning three times – Freya (Trygve
and Magnus Halvorsen) overall winner in 1963,
1964 and 1965 and Love & War (Peter Kurts and
then Simon Kurts) 1974, 1978 and 2006, Allen
appeared overcome.

"It’s an amazing moment in time. Trygve
designed, built and sailed Freya – that’s amazing.
I sailed with Peter Kurts. Love & War is
incredible," he said, referring to her three wins
plus a third overall this year.

"Having a big gap between Love & War's first
two and the third win is incredible. I think it would
bring a tear to Kurtsy’s eye to see his well-
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Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race 2021 . . . 
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A class yacht with a popular  skipper
and crew - Matt Allan’s TP-52 Ichi Ban a
few hours off the last lap up the Derwent
for her third win.  
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Above: Great sunset shot of Black Jack heading south
for Line Honours in the 2021 Rolex Sydney Hobart. 

Below: (L-R): Benoit Falletti, General Manager - ROLEX

Australia; Matt Allen, owner/skipper - Ichi Ban;
Matiu Te Hau, Ichi Ban; Noel Cornish AM, Commodore -
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia; and Tim Ryan, Ichi
Ban. Photo: ROLEX/Andrea Francolini.



win."
Allen said the next step is "to take a deep

breath, then we’ll do the Adelaide Port Lincoln
Race Week and the Australian Yachting
Championships." 
- Di Pearson, RSHYR Media

Innaugural Two-Hander Div Line
Honours To Sidewinder

Tasmanians John Saul and Rob Gough
etched their place in Rolex Sydney Hobart
Yacht Race history this evening by winning
line honours in the inaugural Two-Handed
division.

The pair, sailing their Akilaria RC2 designed by
Frenchman, Marc Lombard, finished the Cruising
Yacht Club of Australia’s 628 nautical mile race in
4 days 7 hours 12 minutes.

Saul and Gough were thrilled about their win
and its historic significance for Australian sailing.

“For the CYCA and the Royal Yacht Club of
Tasmania to absorb two-handed racing is
fantastic,” Saul said after mooring in Hobart this
evening.

“You see so much of it over in Europe, but to
see it catch on in Australia is great.”

Gough, a former world champion as a
windsurfer and in Moth sailing, concurred with his
co-skipper, saying: “It had all the variables. The
first two days were pretty tough.

“Both of us steered the whole time. It's just
really long stints of steering. Like, today we
stayed on the outside of Schouten [Island] all the
way home.”
- Rupert Guinness/RSHYR Media

Disco Trooper In The Frame, Too
1730hrs Friday 31 December 2021

In August 2020, Jules Hall started floating the
idea of entering the Rolex Sydney Hobart’s
inaugural Two-Handed Division with his sailing
mate, Jan ‘Clogs’ Scholten.

Along with 16 other entries, the pair made
history when they started the race on Hall’s J/99,
Disko Trooper_Contender Sailcloth.

At 03:01:42am this morning, the two Sydney
sailors crossed the finish line in Hobart, the
second two-hander to do so, behind Rob Gough
and John Saul’s Sidewinder. Both looked happy
with their lot in life. As well they might, as Disko
Trooper_Contender Sailcloth is primed to win the
race's first ever two-handed trophy, awarded to
the winner on IRC.
- Di Pearson, RSHYR Media
AB
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maintained and well-sailed boat still doing so
well," Allen said of the late Peter Kurts.

"I’m in amazing company," he said of joining
the two in being the only ones to ever win the
628 nautical mile race overall three times.

"I look at Azzurro (Shane Kearns’ S&S 34
White Bay 6 Azzurro) that nearly caused an
upset again this year until she ran out of breeze),
and Love & War, to my boat with the latest in
technology and I think about the wide variances
in a fleet where anyone can win.

"We’ve spent so many years putting this boat
together with two aims – winning the Rolex
Sydney Hobart and winning the Audi Centre
Sydney Blue Water Pointscore," the yachtsman
said.

In 2018, Allen skippered Ichi Ban to wins in the
Australian Yachting Championships (won all eight
races); Brisbane to Gladstone, Flinders Islet and
Newcastle Bass Island and Bird Island races,
and the CYCA’s Blue Water Pointscore. Ichi Ban
was also named RORC Yacht of the Year.

In 2019, Ichi Ban’s wins included Division 1 of
the Australian Yachting Championships; Adelaide
Port Lincoln Race (also taking line honours), the
Brisbane Hamilton Island Race, Flinders Islet and
Newcastle Bass Island races. These
performances landed the TP52 in the finals of the
2019 World Sailing Boat of the Year.

"I helped in the design process," Allen said.
"We put the right package together; the boat,
crew and culture. We all just go and work and
sail hard together; there are no egos on board.
It’s a fulfillment of the sailing capability of the
crew and the whole project.

"In 2016, I invited Gordon Maguire (a highly
respected yachtsman) to have coffee with me
and told him I was putting a new boat together.
He has been with me since.

"Gordon, Dick Parker, Will (Oxley), James
Paterson, Dav (Davin Conigrave); Tim Sellars,
Sean (O’Rourke), Matiu (Te Hau) and Jeremy
(Rae) are the core. A really amazing group of
guys; experienced and calm.

"All the campaigns have really stepped up
again this year. There’s no doubt about the
competition in this race - in the 44 to 55 footers
alone, it is incredible," Allen said. "We’ve had
conditions to suit these boats the last few years
in the Sydney Hobart. You go so fast in the north-
easterlies; you go very fast. This year we got
southerlies at the start and we were still able to

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race 2021 . . . 
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The Rolex View . . .
Hobart, 1 January 2022

Without doubt, the 76th Rolex Sydney Hobart
Yacht Race delivered on the event’s formidable
reputation. It was a race of two decidedly
different halves. 

The first was a punishing test of physical
endurance and perseverance. The second questioned
mental resilience and tactical judgment. 

Organized since 1945 by the Cruising Yacht Club
of Australia, with the support of the Royal Yacht
Club of Tasmania, the race has been partnered by
Rolex since 2002.

Testing mental and physical resilience
The lead up to the 2021 race was overshadowed by

the prospect of a brutal first 24 to 48 hours of strong
southerly wind combining with opposing current to
build a threatening sea state. The exacting conditions
probed for weakness in equipment and mindset.
Despite all the intense and detailed preparation
within the 88-boat fleet, so unrelenting was the
scrutiny that over a third would be forced to retire. 

For those that made it through, any sense of relief
was short-lived with the final stages of the race
setting a more cerebral challenge. A shifting weather
pattern required crews to piece together a complex
three-dimensional on-the-water jigsaw puzzle. 

When sailing, the shortest course between two
points is rarely a straight line. This was never more
true than during this year’s Rolex Sydney Hobart.

The overall win on time correction was eventually
secured by Matt Allen’s 52 foot (15.85 metre) Ichi

Ban. Previously winners in 2017 and 2019, the
Australian crew joined two other yachts within the
legend of the race to achieve three victories and is the
first, since Freya in the 1960s, to lift the Tattersall
Cup in back-to-back races. According to the winning
owner, Matt Allen:

“It is amazing to be part of the history and fabric of
the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race.”

With 31 races under his belt, the first back in 1980
aged 17, Allen has plenty of experience to draw
upon. He felt this edition had provided a full and
extensive examination of seamanship:

“Most races to Hobart do test the entire boat and
crew, but I think this year’s probably more than ever.
The wave conditions we saw through the first 24
hours really caused big issues for the boats. Then to
have that very complicated tactical situation for the
rest of the race really [meant] decision-making was
absolutely critical.”

The contest to be first to finish was no less
enthralling, with three 100ft (30.5m) maxis
dogfighting virtually the length of the 628 nautical
mile racecourse. SHK Scallywag 100 led out of the
harbour, but a sail-handling issue let her rivals slip
past. LawConnect then traded the lead with Black
Jack, until Peter Harburg’s Monegasque flagged and
Australian-crewed entry acted decisively in the light
winds to build an advantage that survived a nail-
biting drift up the Derwent River to Hobart.

AB
Here’s another of the short, high quality Rolex
Race videos - as the third big maxi - Scallywag -
leads the fleet out of Sydney Harbour. 

295

Click On Pic To
Start Video and
enlarge to suit your
screen and viewing
taste. R/T 2:12 min

Australian Boating

https://youtu.be/jOdSey-0Z0M
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Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race 2021 . . . 
Truly superb photograph of the 15.9m TP 52
‘Smuggler’ passing the Organ Pipes of the Cape
Pillar sea cliffs on Tasman Island en-route to the
finish line further down the Tassy coast. She
finished 8th across the line and 6th in Class. 
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AB-TV SAILGP . . The Action Packed Seventh

Aussie Skipper Tom Slingsby takes
control of SailGP Championship

after victory on home waters in front of
cheering crowds.
n Australia and USA secure place in
Season 2 Grand Final in San
Francisco, March 26-27
n Incredible performance from Japan
driver Nathan Outteridge in a hybrid
boat not enough to make final after
first day crash
Sydney, AUSTRALIA - December 18, 2021

Tom Slingbsy delivered when it mattered for
his Australia SailGP Team. Dominating the
final race after an inconsistent weekend of
results, the home team claimed victory in the
Australia Sail Grand Prix presented by KPMG
to secure its place in the Season 2 Grand
Final in San Francisco, March 26-27, 2022. 

Slingbsy finished ahead of a dogged
performance from the man they call ‘The Pitbull’,
two-time America’s Cup winner Jimmy Spithill,
who led his United States team to second place
and was left still searching for his first event win
in SailGP. As a consolation, Spithill’s U.S. team
officially secured its place in the Grand Final as a
result of its performance in Australia this week.

Phil Robertson’s Spanish team were unable to
recapture the magic of its day one performance,
making the three-boat final but finishing a
distant third, to all but end its chances of a
Grand Final appearance in San Francisco. 

The heartbreaking story of the day was Japan
driver Nathan Outteridge’s heroic effort to claim
both fleet races on day two. Outteridge
recovered spectacularly from the drama on the
opening day that saw the front of the Japan
boat sliced clean off after a crash with Sir Ben
Ainslie’s Great Britain team.

Having caused the incident, Ainslie gave up
his own boat to ensure Japan could compete
and the team hit Sydney Harbour with a hybrid
boat that comprised the Great Britain hull and
the Japan team's 24 metre wingsail and
hydrofoils.

But, the two race victories weren’t enough for
Japan to make the final, and they missed out
by a solitary point.

Great Britain's withdrawal from the second
day of racing meant the fleet was reduced to
seven teams for the final day, but the top step
on the podium once again belonged to
Slingsby and his Australia team, as they
claimed a fourth grand prix win out of the last
five held. 

Slingsby said: “I’m so proud of the people we
have, from the shore team to the management, 

Continued Over on page 78
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Click On Pic to start Planet Sails’
outstanding video coverage of the
dramatic Round 7 from Sydney
Harbour - and enlarge to suit your
screen and viewing taste. (R/T
28.14 min)

https://youtu.be/NngLGguFfyI


h 2021 Round was on Sydney Harbour. . . .     
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After Sydney, Overall Season 2
Leaderboard  

   1     Australia ............... 55 points 
   2     United States..........53 points
   3     Japan.....................51 points 
   4     Spain......................43 points
   5     New Zealand...........42 points
   6    Great Britain.......... 41 points 
   7     Denmark ................41 points
   8     France....................35 points

Top Right: The Japan SailGP Team helmed by Nathan
Outteridge shows damage to the bow after a collision
with Great Britain SailGP Team on Race Day 1 (Photo:
David Gray for SailGP. ) Centre Pic: To describe the
aftermath of Great Britain’s collision with Japan, as
one of shock and dismay could be one of the great
understatements of the year - especially as GB’s
Skipper,  Ben Ainslie, immediately accepted
responsibility for the incident. 



AB-TV
Continued From  Page 76

I’m a proud skipper and CEO, we didn’t make it
easy for ourselves but the way we bounced back,
what we did today, was unbelievable.”

Australia has now opened up a two point
championship lead over the United States, with
Japan four points adrift of top spot in third.
Slingsby was thrilled to have booked his team’s
place in the Grand Final in San Francisco.
Slingsby said: “We have absolutely got a target
on our back now, for sure, we have won four out
of the last five races and we have a lot of
confidence, we are only improving and for me it’s
just particularly special to have secured this win
at home in Australia.”

Making critical, tactical calls on board the
Aussie boat was Olympian Nina Curtis who, as
part of the Women’s Pathway Program (WPP),
was racing onboard for just the second time. 

Curtis said: “This has been one of the best
days of my life. To be part of this in Sydney is
amazing. The harbour was buzzing, there’s
people on every foreshore, on anything that
floats, all out there watching and I’ve never seen
anything like this in sailing before and I think the
whole city really put it on this weekend.”

Spithill was left still searching for his first SailGP
event win, but can fully turn his attention to San
Francisco now having secured his place in the
Grand Final. 

Spithill said: “It’s great, I mean for Tom, it’s his
to lose now. It’s great to be the underdog going
into San Francisco, trust me, that’s the great
thing about sport, the favourites don’t always win.
The Aussies are still the benchmark team, they
just push harder, we still have work to do, we
have bridged that gap to them a little bit but we
need more.” 

Outteridge was left rueing yesterday’s dramatic
collision with the Great Britain boat that ultimately
scuppered his chances of making the final race in
Australia. 

Outteridge said: “It feels like such a missed
opportunity, I would have loved to have been in
that final with Jimmy and Tom and see how we
could have stacked up against each other in a
three boat race, I guess we will all have to keep
waiting for that. It says a lot about Australian
sailors, that the top three championship teams
are driven by Australians; we are dominating
SailGP at the moment.” 

Outteridge’s Japan boat won the first race of

SAILGP . . . ROUND #7, 2021 was on
AB
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start by Peter Burling’s New Zealand boat saw
them lead from start to finish. But a penalty on
the line for Burling meant Japan was handed the
win. Japan streaked away in the second race to
ensure they had done all they could to make the
final, but it wasn’t to be and their first place ahead
of Australia and New Zealand was in vain. 

It was a disappointing weekend for the French
team, who never finished higher than fifth across
the five races in which they featured, and they
remain in last place in the championship
standings. Despite a spectacular flying finish in
race five for Denmark – that thrilled the
spectators on Sydney Harbour – it was also a
weekend to forget for Nicolai Sehested and the
Denmark SailGP Team presented by
ROCKWOOL, as they failed to register a top
three finish across the two days. 

Australia Sail Grand Prix Final Rankings  
1 // Australia // 10 pts
2 // USA // 9 pts
3 // Spain // 8 pts
4 // Japan // 7 pts
5 // New Zealand // 6 pts
6 // Denmark // 5 pts
7 // France // 4 pts
8 // Great Britain // 3 pts

Season Championship Leaderboard (after 7 events) 
1 // Australia // 55 points 
2 // United States // 53 points
3 // Japan // 51 points 
4 // Spain // 43 points 
5 // New Zealand // 42 points 
6 // Great Britain // 41 points 
7 // Denmark // 38 points
8 // France // 35 points 

NB:
l Japan penalised one point in Season Championship
l France penalised one point in Season
Championship
l Great Britain penalised four points in Season
Championship

SailGP Season 2 will conclude with
the United States Sail Grand Prix,
including the championship-deciding
Grand Final, on March 26 and 27, 2022.  

AB
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n Sydney Harbour on December 16-17, 2021
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Above: Tom Slingsby, CEO and driver of
Australia SailGP Team, celebrates winning the
Australia SailGP Grand Prix on Race Day 2. 
December 2021. 

Below: Australia SailGP Team helmed
by Tom Slingsby sail past the Sydney

Opera House during a practice
session ahead of Australia Sail Grand
Prix presented by KPMG. Photo: Bob

Martin for SailGP. 
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Continued From Page 109 . . .

onboard the Masteka 2 for the Sydney SailGP
Lifestyle Event ahead of SailGP’s return to Sydney
for the Australia Sail Grand Prix 

Below: Tom Slingsby, helmsman, and Jason
Waterhouse, flight controller of Australia SailGP
Team, lift the SailGP trophy alongside guests

AB
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The Australia SailGP Team helmed by Tom
Slingsby hold the Australian flag after winning
the Australia Sail Grand Prix presented by KPMG.
18 December 2021. Photo: Brett Costello for
SailGP. 

Australian Boating



Sydney Harbour, then San Francisco March 26-27th.
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helmed by Jimmy Spithill in action on Race Day
2. Photo: Bob Martin for SailGP.

Australia SailGP Team helmed by Tom Slingsby,
Spain SailGP Team co-helmed by Florian Trittel
and Phil Robertson and USA SailGP Team

Japan SailGP Team helmed by Nathan Outteridge during a practice
session on a hybrid boat comprised of the Great Britain hull and the
Japan team’s 24 metre windsail and hydrofoils. The hybrid boat is a
result of the crash between Great Britain SailGP Team and Japan
SailGP Team on Race Day 1. Ben Ainslie and the Great Britain
SailGP Team gave up their boat to ensure Japan could compete on
Race Day 2. 



Despite the challenges water sports
events have faced throughout the
COVID pandemic, the Windsurfer
Class of Australia continues to buck
the trend with growing participation
across the country and a return to
national racing this season that will
see more than 90 entries in the
upcoming nationals.

The 2021/22 Windsurfer Australian
Championships, following a year off
from COVID-19, is set to go ahead at
the Parkdale Yacht Club in
Melbourne’s bayside area from 19-23
January, with a large and diverse fleet
of competitors attending from across
Australia.

Australian Windsurfer Class
representative Tim Lelliott said the class
had remained strong throughout the last
two years due to a class mantra focused
on developing a culture of camaraderie
and affordability.

“It’s such a fantastic class
and it’s one of the largest
growing classes globally,”
he said.

“The class can
accommodate anyone, it’s
about good times on the
water and good times off

the water, so we’re a family and we
encourage new people at any level and
everyone embraces them and brings
them into the class – so it’s a great sport
to be in.”

The upcoming national championships
will be run out of the newly-refurbished
Parkdale Yacht Club, Melbourne’s mecca
for one-design windsurfer racing, which
will serve as a great access point for
spectators and visitors alike to enjoy the
event. 

“The Windsurfer Class is
super excited to get the
fleet to the brand new
Parkdale Yacht Club on
Port Phillip Bay in Victoria –
it is a great venue to
showcase the racing,”
Australian Class President
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Do you want to have fun on the water with like minded people? Get On A WINDSURFER!

The enduring appeal of Windsurfers has been enhanced by
the pandemic’s social restrictions, their healthy, fresh air

physicality, their affordability - and universal application.

Isn’t it time you got
back into it ? 

Special Windsurfer Prequel By Harry Fisher 
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Click On Pic To Start Video, and enlarge
to suit your screen size or viewing
preferences. 

The Colour, The Fun, The Magic, The Challenge . . all still here ! 

Ever since Day One back in the 60’s, the key feature of the original Windsurfing movement was the word “fun”
- added to affordability - and congeniality. The basics haven’t changed. And this group of happy Windsurfers
are working hard to make it all happen again . . See and enjoy this excellent, short video and be inspired!



Nick Bez said.
“The viewing deck set over the sand

and courses set close to shore means
spectators will have a fantastic up-close
look at the action.”

With a wide range of competitors, the
event will bring together an impressive
cohort of people from all ages and
backgrounds.

The majority of the fleet will attend from
Victoria and New South Wales, with the
remainder of competitors representing
Queensland, South Australia, the
Australian Capital Territory and Tasmania.

Australian Class President Nick Bez
said that there were strong contingents of
competitors in Western Australia, South
Australia and Queensland that were
participating in local events and were
hoping to attend the nationals but decided
to miss out this year due to ongoing
uncertainty around border restrictions.

“Given everything that’s going on in
Australia and the last two years we’ve
had, this fleet size is still a really great
result for the class and undoubtedly will
be one of the biggest single class
regattas in the country this summer,” he

said.
“It goes to show how keen everyone is

to get back on the water and get back to
competing in major events.”

Among the fleet will be the current
overall male world champion, the current
female freestyle world champion, as well
as four out of five current divisional
national champions and nine former
national champions in both male and
female categories.

There is already 10 females entered,
roughly 11 per cent of the fleet, while the
youngest competitor is 14 and the oldest
is 77 – showing how this class really
appeals to all ages and backgrounds.

The event kicks off with registration and
practice day on 19 January, followed by
four days of competition from 20-23
January.

For more information, head to
www.windsurferclassaus.com/national
-championships 

or email
windsurfer.regatta.team@gmail.com

AB
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If you want to have fun on the water with like minded people? Get On A WINDSURFER!



240 Pages Of Invaluable Info & Performance Data

ABM’s 27 POPULAR TRAILER

BOATTESTS

Including
Arvor  
Bar Crusher  
Cairns C. Craft
Cruise Craft
Dominator
Haines Hunter
Horizon
Kevlacat
Noosa cat
Quintrex
Seafarer
Signature
Southwind
Sportfish
Stacer
Streaker
Whittley

$19.95

Many Of Australia’s Most Popular, Current
Generation Trailerboat Tests: 

�  Arvor 20 Diesel  �  Bar Crusher 6.1  �  Cairns Custom Craft 8.0m Bridgedeck  �  Cruise
Craft Explorer 500  �  Cruise Craft Outsider 685  �  Dominator 7000 Canyon Runner

�  Haines Hunter 585 Seeker  �  Haines Hunter 635 Walkaround  �  Horizon 490 Family
Cuddy  �  Kevlacat 5.2 (‘Krazy Kate’) �  Mustang 2250 Walkaround  �  Noosa Cat 1850

Cuddy  �  Noosa Cat 670 Walkabout  �  Quintrex 435 Hornet Trophy  �  Quintrex 455
Escape  �  Seafarer 5.0m Viva   �  Signature 493F  �  Signature 542F  �  Signature 600F

�  Signature 630F  �  Signature 702C MerCruiser  �  Signature 702L Yamaha 225
�  Southwind 640  �  Sportfish 7.4 Centre Cab  �  Stacer 475 Easy Rider  �  Streaker 545

Cuddy  �  Whittley 700 Cruisemaster

Now collated In one
fabulous, 240 page 
PDF book of boat tests

Print out your favourite
boat test at home in
seconds!

Peter W’s old-style, in
depth, boat tests you
could believe & trust.

Just $19.95 for 27 of
the most requested
modern downloads
from ABM’s Sea Library
in the last 12 months

Crucial, hard-to-get fair
dinkum performance
trials on many of
today’s top outboards.

All tests completely 
Re-mastered by the
ABM team to ABM’s
ezy-reading PDF 
production style. 

Available Now From www.australianboatmags.com.au



This is one of the biggest, most comprehensive
publications we have ever produced. 322 pages, hundreds

of photographs, 6 authors, dozens of study plans, 11
project boats and 15 years in the making.

To study the full contents properly and check the previews before ordering your own OFFLINE PDF
‘Collector’s Edition’ please go to the AB web site via this ‘live’ link: 

www.australianboatmags.com.au

Plate Alloy Boats of
Australia Book 7.5
“COLLECTOR’S EDITION”
Is an ‘offline’ PDF based
publication that is easily
down loaded from our
web site
www.australianboatmags.
com.au 
onto your internet devices
(iPad, MOB, laptop,
desktop PC, etc) in about
60 seconds or so. After it
has been ‘saved’ into your
system, the book can be
accessed 24/7, anywhere,
forever, without any
internet connectivity,
passwords, etc. 
A 29.7mb download using
our hugely popular AB
PDF protocols, it has
terrific typography,
magazine layout and
countless breathtaking
pics. Wonderful just to
browse. . . and dream.
We recommend you file it
in a convenient folder on
your main desktop, where
you can access the book
as required, either to read
as reference, inspiration
or enjoyment, or to print
out as you need. 
Published in our usual
‘printable’ American
quarto 275mm H x 205mm
W, with 322 pages
grouped in six principal
sections. 
At $24.95 rr, it’s available
to download now, with
credit card purchasing as
per normal AB
subscription and shop
activity. 

PL ATE AL LOYBoats Of Australia  Australia   
- BOOK 7.5 - AUD $24.95

� FAQs About � Desals � Gen Sets � Paints & Finishes � Outboards � Diesels � Toilet Systems
� Latest Architect ALLY KITS& PLANS � Working With The Builder � The Documentation
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